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KEPOET 



DEEP SE/L AND COAST FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND, 

FOR THE YEAR 1S6S. 



To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, Lord Lieutenant-General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

May it please tour Excellency, 

We, the Commissiouers for administering the I^a-ws relating to the Deep Sea and 
Coast Fisheries in Ireland, beg to submit this our Report for the year 1863. 

Our last Heport exhibited the state of the Fisheries generally up to June, 1863, and 
in the following month the administration of the Salmon and Inland Fishery Laws was 
transferred, by the 26th & 27th Vic., c. 114, to the “Special Commissioners of Irish 
Fisheries” for a period of tivo years from the passing of the Act. 

In the Appendix will he found the Report of the Inspecting Commissioner, together 
with tables showing the number and condition of the vessels engaged in fishing, the 
quantity of fish conveyed by railways, the amount and value of the herrings taken at 
Howth, the by-laws made by us, and the area and position of the oyster beds for which 
licences have been granted to private individuals. 

It is gratifying to observe that the past year has not been marked by any conflicts 
amongst the persons following different modes of fishing ; and that the conduct of the 
fishermen has been uniformly peaceful and orderly, notwithstanding ^that in many 
districts they suffered great privation either from scarcity of fish or inability to procure 
suitable boats and gear. 

It also affords us much pleasure to state that the herring fishery on the east coast has 
been, during the past year, productive beyond precedent, and that the native fishermen 
of Howth have successfully competed with their English and Scotch neighbours in energy , 
skUI, number and character of boats, and superior fishing equipments. The ArHow 
fishermen also reaped a rich harvest from the oyster banks of Wicklow and Wexford ; and 
in the fishing generally they exhibited the same energetic action, followed by commen. 
aurate advantages, that has characterized that community for several years past. On 
other parts of the coast we regret to say that the fishing has not been so productive, and 
that there is a considerable falliug off both in men and materials. 

The subject of trawling— the propriety of increariug or diminishing restraints on that 

inode of fishing still occupies our serious consideration. Whether this question is viewed 

as confined to the limited area of a particular bay, or in its general appHcation to the 
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entire coast, we have found, from the absence of reliable data, the greatest difficulty in 
dealing with it. Not only are the statements of the persons engaged in fishing on the 
two opposing systems of trawling and hand-line directly at variance, but even disinter- 
ested persons of superior position and education entertain the utmost diversity of opinion 
on the subject. A great deal of evidence has been laid before us from time to time, but 
we have been entirely unable to obtain any well substantiated facts on the points with 
regard to which we were most desirous of procuring information — namely, the habits of 
the various species of fish, and the periods and places in which they deposit their spawn 
and attain maturity. We do not think that reliable information on these essential points 
can be obtained until practical experiments on an extensive scale have been made of the 
working of the trawl, with respect to its liability to destroy spawn and undersized fish 
and until the habits of the various kinds of fish as to spawning have been more fully 
investigatedj and as an inquiry is now being carried on by a Royal Commission ijito the 
general effects of trawling both on this coast and those of England and Scotland we feel 
it right to withhold for the present the expression of any decided opinion on the subject ; 
when these experiments shall have been made and the Report of the Royal Commissioners 
received, we shall be prepared to give a final decision on this complicated question. 

We have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s obedient servants, 

J. G M'KERLIE, Commissioners of Public Works and 

W. R. LE FANU, j Sea Fisheries in Ireland. 

J. REDMOND BARRY ( InspeAg Commisaimer of Sea 
risheries in Ireland. 



Edwabd Hokusby, Se&'etary. 

Office of Public Works, Dublin, 
September, 1864. 
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APPENDIX. 



REPORT OF INSPECTING COMMISSIONER FOR 1863. 



Since I submitted my last annual report, on the 
27th April, 1863, many important changes have 
occurrea in our department, including the retire- 
ment of two respected members of our Boai-d, 
and the determinadon of the Legislature that our 
fishery duties should be confined to the sea and 
oyster fisheries, and that the reconstruction of the 
salmon and inland fisheries should he transferred 
to a nev/ dejiartment. 

This diminution of o.ur duties as Fisiiery Com- 
missioners may naturally be supposed to imply an 
expectation of increased attention to the very 
important objects left within our control ; but itis 
to be presumed that the intcrpi-etation given by 
the Board of Works in their First Report on 
fisheries, 1st May, 1843, to the important statute 
committed to their charge in the preceding year, 
5t)i and 6th Vic., cap. 106, is still to he considered 
as the fixed standard of our powers. It may he 
well, after a lapse of over twenty years, to repeat 
the paragraph in the report referred to, which 
briefly defines tliose principles : — 

“By a reference to the Act (5th and Oth Vic., cap. 
106) it will be perceived that the principle adopted has 
been one of non-interference by the (ioveriimont to 
make the provisions as definite as possible, to the effect 
that the public in general might have the power of 
causing it to be enforced — the intervention of the 
Coniniissioners being only admitted as an authority for 
deciding matters that arc of a nature t-arying acconling 
to localities or circumstances, and that consequently 
eonld not be defined in the Act. 

“The great pressure of references on those matters 
calling for the decision of the Oommissioners, is, of 
course, early ; but as in almost ail, if the Commissioners 
can come to right conclusions, the avrangentents made 
by them will be permanent. It is to be expected^ that 
after the first two or three years the business will be 
reduced to a very few matters calling for occasional 
consideration. 

“ This, it may be presumed, was the ground for oou- 
fiding the charge to an existing department having 
other duties, instead of organising a new board for the 
purpose as would have been required bad a principle of 
more active and inmate interference been adopted.” 

Upon this subject I must not omit to refer to 
the joint evidence given before a ‘'Select Oom- 
mittee on Miscellaneous Expenditure,” on the 
26th of May, 1848, by a very distinguished indi- 
vidual, Sir diaries E. Trevelyan, k.c.b., and John 
Radeliffe, esq., then a Commissioner of Public 
Works, j)age 368 to o97; hut most_ especially 
questions 5,159, page 392, and questions 5,195, 
5,196, and 5,197, page 396, in it. 

Hating concluded those preliminary observa- 
tions, I come to the ordinary routine of reference 
to the several heads under which our reports have 
generally been classified. 

Sea Fisheries- 

In appendix No. 2, will be fomid the details 
of the returns from the thirty-eight coast-gnard 
divisions into which the coast is divided. The usual 
degree of uniform! typret'ails through those returns, 
Tarjlng only in a very few instances; but, with one 



solitai-y exception, concurring in the gratifyhigBeport of In- 
admission that tho fishermen are ordrrhj and spectingCom- 
jieaceablr, and some say, hariicorking and 
disposed (see Knightstown, No. 12, and Sheep- jsss. 
haven, No. 27); but, unfortunately, they are in 
nearly the same degree unanimous in reporting 
either “ a falling off in boats and gear, or no sign 
of improvement,” in some cases a eonsidei-able 
diminution in men and material. In one instance. 

No. 8, the officer reports — “Of late many boats 
wrecked and injured, and the )>eopie too poor to 
replace them ; their poverty is such that the fish- 
eries must deteriorate unless some pecuniary 
assistance is afforded to provide boats and gear. 

Tins money might be repaid by a per-centage on 
the advances." 

The single exception to the testimony of ijond-, 
orderly, and peaceable conduct, will be found in 
the summary of Captain Shoveller’s return for tlie 
Sligo Division, No. 24. The plmider referred to 
was that of private oyster beds, and the investiga- 
tion of it is not within the province of the 
Commissioners to make, nor can a remedy be 
applicil by them. The owners of the beds have 
open to them the same means of redress and pro- 
tection as appertain to all classes of proprietors. 

The returns present some few glimmers of im- 
provement, which I willingly refer to, as well as 
two cases of most gratifying ])rogress. No. 2, or 
Arklow disti-ict, is most especially noteil as re- 
markable for its prosperity. In my report for 1861 
(Appendix, page 5), I quoted from an authentic 
communication received through the respected 
parish priest of that place, and with more pleasure 
than I can well express, I am now enabled to report 
the continuous progress of improvement in that 
quarter: they are a fine body of fishermen, skilful, 
enterprising, and industrious ; they have derived 
considerable profits from their contiguity to the 
gi-eat oyster banks on the coasts of Wicklow ami 
Wexford, and they have in the full proportion of 
their numbers participated in the bounty of Provi- 
dence experienced continuously, and with some- 
thing like miraculous increase, for the last three 
Years at Howth, of which I shall have to speak in 
more detail. When the herrings .nre not on the 
Irish coast, the Arklow men follow tliem to the 
Isle of Man, and to Scotland, and they truly 
furnish a contradictioii,/?;'o tunto, to the statements 
of those who charge onr Irish fishermen witii 
ignorance, indolence, and inactivity. 

The next prosperous spot to which 1 have re- 
ferred is our own neighbouring port of Howth. 

It is and lias been literally teeming with tlie 
blessings of Providence in a most abundant her- 
ring fi^iery. 

In my report for 1859 (Appendix, page 4), I 
alluded, in marked terms, to an improvement in 
the herx-ing net introduced by the Scotcli and 
Manx boats at Howth, and then and be fore I antici- 
pated important benefits from the example of 
intelligence, order, and industi'y furnished by the 
Comi3i, Scotch, aaid Manx fishers. In 1861 
(Appendix, page 5), I gave, in minute detail, the 
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Appzhdix. history of the first very prosperous hen'ing fishery 
RepoiT7fIn- Howtli for many yeai's, of which Murtagh, 

spec^g Com- of the smack “ Elizabeth” was the solitary pioneer, 
^^oner of The take of that year was truly prosperous, and 
R ^*8 continued to be miraculously so. 

Between tlie 2nd of June and the 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1863, in 110 working days there were taken 
at Howth 47,069 mease, of COO hnrings each — 
and sold on the spot for £55,070 17s. 

This harvest was produced by an aggregate of 
boats in the following proportions: — 

Cornish, 1,795. 

Irish, 1,242. 

Scotch, 654. 

Mans, 400. 

Or an average of Cornish boats, 60. 

„ Irish, ,, 41. 

,, Scotch, „ 22. 

„ Mans, „ 13. 



It IS much to be regretted that the season !.« 
not been as productive on any part of the we^ 
coast m berruig fishmg as upon the east coast- the 
same change of circumstances occiirred inScotl'and 
the lochs and bays of the westei-n coast tliat once 
teemed with fish were deserted, and the great 
fishery of Scotland is now upon the e.ast coast 

Of the 491,106 bai-rels of herrings cured in 
Scotland up to December, 1863, scarcely one-tenth 
was taken on the west coast; in Wick alone the 
quantity was 116,694. 

Oui- euterprising Scotch iieiglibours have, in the 
2nd page of tlieir Report for last year, furnished 
a subject for serious consideration to our hen-ing 
fishere in tlie information given by Mr. Mackie d' 
Wick, in a letter- to Mr. George Traill, m.p., on the 
imjiortance of a winter fishery, wbicli I insert, in 
the hope of seeing yet that our valuable station at 
Howth, as well as other places on our coasts, -will 
be no longer deserted in winter : 



The first cost on sales, chiefly by auction, is put 
down, making the average price permease 21s, 1^<7., 
or about 3s. 6c^. per hundred, or a fraction over a 
farthing each. What greater prosperity have the 
oor of your metropolis enjoyed for a long time ? 
ecause, although a great deal was sent to Liver- 
pool, ay, and to Scotland, our own home mai-kets 
were most abundantly supplied. Only think of 
the poor, destitute fishwomen, witli their baskets 
fijll, making living ami profit by supplying the 
poor mechanic* and labourer with the lusury of a 
tine, fresh Dublin Bay herring for a halfpenny. 

It is an additional cause of congi-atulation that 
the Commissioners of Public Works have applied 
for and obtained the sanction of Pai'liament, in 
theAct _26th and 27th Victoria, cap. 72, to expend 
in the improvement of the harbour, which had 
been fust tilling with sand, a sum of £5,000 ; under 
the same authorifw a moderate system of tolls has 
been established, 6y wliicli a fund wiO be continu- 
ously raised for repairs, &c., through the same 
department. The site for a Fisherman’s Hall and 
place of worship has been obtained, which has been 
built undei- the auspices of, and from the volun- 
tary subscriptions of the neighbouring clergy and 
gentry, ami a most creditable building, inainly 
designed for religious purposes, but appTied occa- 
sionaJly to other moral aiul literary objects, lias 
been completed at a cost under £500. 

In short, Howth promises to be an example to 
.all Ireland as a fisherv station, and will, I hope 
i*e])ay to the country all that it cost from its e^’llest 
construction. 

I should not omit to mention that, notwith- 
stiinding the vast crow<is of boats and men, of 
dealers in fisli and nece.ssai*y supplies, no serious 
di.sturbance of any kind has occurred, and every- 
thing goes on most harnmuiously. This may, m 
a great degree, be attributed to the valuable services 
of the coast guard department; Mj-. Hughes, the 
inspecting Officer, has been indefiitigable in his 
attentions, and from one of his men we receive 
most satisfactory weekly returns, which liave 
enabled ns to furnish such minute details of nro- 
dnee, &c. ^ 

The- prosperity of tliis quarter maybe mainly 
atti-ibuted to the industry of the fishers, who go 
out to look for the fish to a considerable distance, 
mstead. of lazily dodging near the shore, or, as they 
do on many other parts of our coast, waiting tiU 
the shoals of fish settle in some bay or creek. The 
only complaint of any disorder that we have heard 
of was that some boats, particularly Scotch, shoot 
their nets before sunset. 



"Wick, 23rd February, 1S64. 

" Hitherto the heri-Ing fisheiy on the coast of Caith- 
ness has been exclusively carried on at the end of 
suiunier and in early autumn. It Las, however for 
some time been the conviction of practical men con- 
nected with the trade, that during winter large shoals 
of herrings are to be found close in shore ; but never till 
last year [1862-C3] did the fishermen attach aucii 
importance to the opinion as to attempt catching 
herrings in winter and spring. At length tue or two 
made the trial, and were rewarded with unlocked fur 
success. At the some time, cod, Uug, ic., of the finest 
quality, were caught in great munbefs. 

“This year [1863-64] some fishermen resolved to 
make a more systematic u-ial of the winter fishini'. 
Just as the new year came in, the appearances of last 
spring wore i-oiiewetl, a greatly increased number of 
boats from the counties of Caitlmess, Sutherland, Naim, 
Moray, and Baiiftj have entered on the adventure, and 
the catch, in proportion to the number of boats, has 
greatly exceeded the most productive autumn fishing. 
At the time I write, not less than 2,000 fishenuen are 
engaged in tlic active prosecution of the fishery. 

“ Besides large quautitics of while fish, herrings to 
the value of £13,000 have been landed on this coast; 
and, should the weather he favoui-able, there is every 
reason to look for continued success. 

" This unlocked for new phase in our fishing enter- 
prise has just come at the time when the Bi-itishh'isheries 
Society have commenced the erection of s large and 
commodious harbour, which will give ample shelter to 
the entire fleet of fishing bo.ats and vessels, he accessible 
at ail times for tide and in all weatliei-s, and thus inspire 
with confidence the many fishermen who visit the coast.” 

Indeed, so very valuable is tlie information con- 
tained in the last report of the CommisBioners for 
the British Fisheries for 1863, that 1 only regret 
not being able to give more copious e.xtracts from 
it, and I especially recommend it to the attention 
of ail persons interested, and most especially to the 
Irish press. The only reference tliat I have seen 
made to it in any Irist newspaper was a statement 
extracted from the e^ort scliedule of the report, 
showing that in 1863, out of a total export of 
407, 761 J bai-rels, 72,074^ barrels of berrings were 
exported to Ireland ; but in 1842, out of a total 
exMTt 0^284,736, Ireland got 187,953. 

This exhibition of wliafc is called the contrast 
between the entel-prise and industry of Scotland 
•and the great indolence of our people, is quite in 
accordance with the fashion which prevails of 
abusing our own country ; but it should he remem- 
bered that the herring fishery of 1860, commenced 
at Howth with seven native, boats as our Mrtion 
of the united fleet of nearly 300, while on Friday 
last, the 23rd July, the Irish boats numbered 90, 
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oat of an aggregate of 355. Let it also be ve- 
raembcred that whenever a great indication of fish 
has appeared upon any part of our coasts there has 
not been anv deficiency of exertion proporftoiied 
to the reduced numbers and the deficient appliances 
for their capture. . -n i 

The reports from nearly all the districts will be 
found to contain the words “ no improvement in 
boats or gear,” » boats and gear indifferent,” or 
„veiT bad,” or “declining, or “ coukl not be 
worse” To such observations there ai-e only eight 
exceptions. Let us hope for some remedy froni 
the suggestions of those gentlemen who, endowed 
with ml the powei-s of i*arliaineiit, are about to 
commence their inquiries in this country. And 
even I may live to see many places in Ireland 
following the example of Howth, ami proving that 
the weaUh of our island is not less upon ourshores 
than in our lands. 



Oyi^ter Fisheries. 

This important branch of our duties has for the 

lasti-earoccupiedmuchoftbeattentioiioftheBoard. 

The"^ contemplated changes in legislation on this 
question have rather paralyzed tlie movements 
of many persons disposed before to enter into 
the speculation. We no longer receive applica- 
tions from anv but parties seriously and siucerelv 
anxious to cultivate the shore upon u-hich they seek 
to obtain licences. The recent determination of the 
Board to annex a condition in each case of licence 
that it should tie facto become null and void if not 
properly stocked' and cultivated within a reason- 
able time, to be fixed in the licence according to 
circumstances, has totally suspended ail but 
applications where there is an intention, lonajide, 
to cultivate. Some rumours have also gone abroad 
that the ex traordinaiy results stated to have fol- 
lowed the proceedings detailed in some of the 
foreign reports ivere greatly exaggerated, and I 
have in several cases been asked if the statements 
contained in the conmilution lately issued with 
the authority of the Commissionei-s were to be 
considered as confirmed by the dcjiiirtment. My 
invariable answer has beeu that the information 
was gathered from numerous sources, that it was 
given as we received it, but that we bad no prac- 
tical opportunity yet of authenticating the state- 
ments. I have generallv recommended parties 
about to undertake sucli projects to visit the 
localities, and to judge for themselves. _ 

Having been afforded an opportunity, on my 
recent visit to England, through the kindness of 
Captain Austin, of Cautorbury, of inr^uiriiig into 
file oyster fisheries at Wliitstaole aud its Aiciuity, 
I arrived there on the 9th of ilay with Captain 
Austin, and with -his aid and that of his intelligeut 
friend, Mr. Gann, I was made acquainted with the 
whole system of oyster cultui'e pureued in that 
quarter. The chiet object of my inquu’y had re- 
ference to the application lately pressed upon the 
Commissioners by Captain Austin, and others who 
are disposed to enter largely into the object at 
Clew Bay, and in other parte of Leland, for per- 
mission to fish on the public grounds "for two or 
three months during the close season in the sum- 
mer, for the purpose only of obtaining oysters to 
stock the new beds, which (it is stated) would en- 
able them to employ a number of men at a period 
when employment is so much needed there, in 
cloning ano making the bottom, and obtaining 
the stock, in order also to save a whole year by 
obtaining spa.wn on the new beds, which, it is 
alleged would do no injury, as the oysters do 



not spawn in Clew Bay until the middle or latter 

end of August.” Eepoit of In- 

Well convinced of the importance of giving every spec^gCom- 
reasonable encouragement to intelligent and enter- 
prising strangers "to make establishments on ouriesg. 
shores, I was strongly disposed to recommend to 
the Board an immedi.Tte acquiescence in this appli- 
cation by an exercise of the powers given to them 
by tlie 19th section of the 8 th & 9tli Vic., cap. 108 ; 
but before I sliould assume the responsibility of 
advising any sucli encroachment on tlie dose time, 

I was determined to see the proposed practice in 
full operation, and to ascertain the authority under 
whicli it was permitted, and the reasons assigned 
for requiring it. (For specialreport on the oyster 
fishery of Kent see page 9.) 

The Board will please to remember that the only 
]-elaxation thev have permitted in the strict observ- 
ance of the close time fixed by law has been in 
the case of the Arklow oyster fisheries, where the 
month of May has been opened to dredging for 
purposes of brood only- It is asserted at Arklow 
that no perceivable diminution has been observed 
on the great public beds arising from this pennis- 
sion ; but since my return home, having had occa- 
sion to seek for some information from the fislier- 
nien of Arklow, I submitted a list of queries, 
which contained the following among others:— 

Question 8. — If the Arklow boats were penuitfed to 
dredge for another mouth or even longer to supply pri- 
vate layings, do they think it would be too great a 
draw on the public beds, or could they furnish oysters 
for brood all tbo year round, and at a lower price than 
in winter 1 

Answer. “ It Is a decided opinion that three months 

—viz., from 1st June to 1st September, are quite shyrt 
enough to allow the fisli to remain undisturbed j and m 
the oyster begins to diow sickness the last week in 
May, it would be well to ullow no dredging after the 
21st of that month. Great injury is done to_ those beds 
by the Jersey fishermen, who dredge at all times, night 
and day, Sundays and week-days, and especially iu the 
month of May. The preservation of those beds demauds 
an effectual restmiut of those Jersey men.” 



The fiskerv by tlie Arklow boats commenced on 
tbo 14tli JaniiaiT, and ended on the 24tli of May. 

Tlie total catch was 34,038 barrels, of which 
7,988 were disposed of on the Irish coast — chiefly 
Dublin station i 2,860 on the Welch coast; 2,600 
to France ; and the remainder, 20,590, to Loudon 
.iudKent. The total sum realized was £10,829 I 65 ., 
about 6 ff. per barrel, the ordinary herring bar- 
rel, holding 6 to 7 hundred, and weighing about 
1 | CW’t. frill. , . , , , . 

I am stronglv disposed to think that this jirovi- 
dent suggestion from Arldow is not wholly free 
from a little spirit of jealousy. Heretofore they 
have had the trade all to themselves, and they are 
unwilling to allow strangers to come near their 
beds, which are unquestionably the most impor- 
tant sourced of stock upon our Irish coast — ^tlie 
Arklow Bank, the Pass, the Roney, the Hally- 
voldin, the Blackwater, and the Wexford Banks, 
running parallel with the shore, at a distance of 
leas than a mile, and vaiying in breadth from half 
a mile to four miles, extending vith a few breaks 
from Wicklow Head to near the Tuskar, a dis- 
tance of nearly fifty miles. 

Our great object should be the encouragement 
of the formation in fevourable places of private 
layings, which will increase the supply and 
multiply tlie public stocks. I greatly fear the east 
coast is too unindeuted, too sandy near shore, and 
inuch exposed for such purposes ; but it is to be 
hoped that at Tramore and l5ungarvan some good 
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Aj fEifP ix. ijg done under the licences lately gi*anted. 
Keportofla- I still very fearful about permitting constant 
spMtiagCom- work on the public beds, because I am disposed to 
KsheriM tor that the process of emitting the spat must 

1863 . be greatly interrupted by constant disturbance, 

and the permission once given could scarcely be 
controlled. 

In addition to the information which we have 
endeavoured to concenti’ate on this important sub- 
ject in the book lately issued under the sanction 
of the Board, and of which Mr. Thom is ready to 
furnish a new edition, I would beg to call attention 
to an interesting paper read at the Society of Arts, 
in London, in May last, by Mr. Lowe, as 'well as to 
a series of articles published in the Field, under 
the title of “Rambles in Finistevre,” commencing 
in No. 575, January 2ndj and continuing up to the 
present time. This very interesting periodical is 
very much devoted to the important subjects of 
])iscicultiu-e and oyster culture ; and lean especially 
recommend all the numbers since the commence- 
ment of the present year for the furtlier instruction 
of parties interested in the object. Tlie talents 
and experience of Mr. Low, the gentleman before 
referred to, and of Mr. Frank Buckland,bave been 
much devoted to the subject ; and although they 
do not fully concur in all their theories, both are 
extremely intelligent; and from their little colli- 
sions much information is to be drawn. Mr. 
Buckland’s recent visit to the Shorebain Oyster 
Beds lias been the subject of an interesting article 
in the Field of the 18th June. 

The great importance of the oyster fishery 
is attracting general attention ; and it is much 
to be hoped that, after the Report of the Royal Sea 
Fisheries Commission has been received, so great 
a mass of useful information will have been con- 
centrated as to enable the Government to take up 
• the subject, the present state of the law in England 
being exceedingly undefined and unsatisfactory. 
There are some points in the Irish law which also 
will require amendment or explanation, and the 
nearer approximation to uniformity that can be 
establislied between the regulations of both coun- 
tries the better. 

The recent compilation, which has been pub- 
lished under the Board’s sanction, liasexcitedgreat 
interest ; ami it is to be hoped that a very general 
movement will be made on many iinrts of our 
coast. I have recommended several persons who 
liave called upon me to visit some of those inte- 
resting establishments in France and Italy, most 
especially the Isle of Re, and the Lakes of Fusaro 
and Commacliio, in order to satisfy themselves 
whetlier thei’e was any foundation for the rumours 
that have been circulated, that the statements from 
those places were greatly e.xaggerated. 



TraulUuj. 

This perplexing and most important question 
still continues to occupy the attention of our Board ; 
since the last report there has been.no exercise 
of their powers in making any change, though 
some applications have been made for alterations 
in the by-laws. An important meeting was held 
last -winter at Galway, at which the present chair- 
man and two other members jiresided, and another 
meeting was held subsequently in Dublin, with a 
view to enabling some of the parties interested in 
the Galway Bay trawling to give explanations. 
After that the Boai-d judged it expedient that I 
should again -visit the Devon coast, in order to 
ascertain what changes had taken place either in 
the general opinion or in the practice since my 



™itof 1852, and I beg lo refer to my 
report on that visit, ;n page 11. ^ ^ 

Some of the heads of the Coast-guard cleu^rf 
ment m the sevei-al districts have offered Ver 
strong opinions upon the subject, while otlie? 
state that trawling is practised without anv iniot 
ruption. ^ 

In Dublin it still continues to be carried on 
extensively, and is one of the cliief sources nf 
supply to the local market. No complaints liav.. 
beeu made of encroachment on the bounds 
In Wexford it is stated to be “practised' with 
out contention.” 

In Watei-ford the same. 

In Youghalsoine disputes. 

In Queenstown practised without contention 
In Einsale the same. 

In Skibbereen the same. 

In Bantry Bay there have been contentions 
about trawling. 

In Kiiightstown (Valentia Island) the officer 
states — 



‘TLofisU are getting more scarce every year close 

to the shore, in consequence of trawlers fishing the 
bays and close in shore. No trawling should be allowed 
inside headlands.” 



In Diuglo it is stated that trawls and trammel 
nets are used without contention. 

In the Kilrush district — say in the lower part 
of the estuary of the Shannon — a steamer was 
employed in trawling last winter, and several 
complaints were made by the fishermen and some 
of the gentry, but the officers state that “she had 
very little success.” 

In Galway the officer states — 

“The present line for trawlers should be moved ont to 

the Islands of Arran. Trawling haj beeu the subject 
of contention with the line fishers, who consider that 
the practice is destroying the whole fishing of the bay. 
Line fishermen are in a wretched condition, which they 
attribute to the practice of trawling. 

“ Captain H. Hawses, b.n., 

“ Inspecting Commander.” 

Between Galway and Sligo there are no trawls 
or trammel nets. 

At Sligo the officer is of opinion — 

“ That trawling should be abolished, as moat fatal to 
the fisheries, from the wholesale destruction of spawn 
and fry. This^opinion is shared in by the most ex- 
perienced of his officers. 

“Captain Shovblueb, k.k.” 

Between Sligo and Rathmullen no trawling; but 
at Rathmullen the officer states 

“ Fishermen peaceable, but inclined to break the by- 
law as to trawling. The trawling limits should be 
extended. Both trawling and trammel net fishing are 
practised.” 

At CarrickferguB trawling is practised without 
contention. 

At Donaghadee to a limited extent. 

Between that and Dundalk no trawling; but' in 
Dnndalk illegal trawling, carried on intide the 
prescribed limits, and consequent prosecutions. 

At Malahide trawling is carried on -without 
contention. 

The Board have for the present allowed this 
important subject to remain in abeyance till .after 
the report of the Royal Commissioners. 
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Oynter i'isltery on the Coast of Kent. 

Whitstable lias become a place of considerable 
importance. It is upon an open shore of Kent, 
exposed to the north in the outer mrt of the 
mouth of the Thames, and seems to be growing 
into a place of great extent. Large capital has 
been expended in the construction of piere and 
docks, and it is approached by a railway at eadi 
the South-Eastern on one side, ancf the Lon- 
don, Chatham, and Dover on tlie other. 

Its population is rapidly increasing. In 1841 it 
was 2, 746; in 1851, 3,086; and in 1861, 4,183. 
New houses ai'e being built in large numbers, and 
its whole appearance, as well as that of its hihabi- 
tants, indicate the progi'ess of improvement. 

A large portion of the capital of the South- 
Eastern Railway Company has been embarked in 
docks and quays, and the trading vessels of the 
port have greatly increased — chiefly engaged in 
the coal trade, i'he great object of ambition witli 
the fisherman who is provident is to become a 
shipowner, and in this place the improvement has 
been so oreat that the transition is quite obvious. 
Wliitstable mainly owes its prosperity to the exist- 
ence of great natural oyster beds in the channel 
between the North Foreland and tlie French coast, 
and it is said to participate in the fattening quali- 
ties enjoyed from the waters of the Thames and 
the Swale, which have encouraged there, as well as 
at Colchester, Malden, Faversham, Queenborough, 
and Rochester, great artificial beds and layings, 
where the oyster from the natural beds are im- 
proved and cultivated. Those layings are owned 
all to the westward of Herne Bay by two great 
companies or corporations, Whitstable and Paver- 
sham, and between them are the Sea-Salter or 
Pollard beds, held by an individual. The Heme 
Bay and reculver shore apjiears to he public 
property, and efforts are now being made by 
a joint-stock company to appropriate this ground 
to the company for private lyings ; and Bill 
introduced into the House of Lords has passed 
that House, but is strongly contested in the 
House of Commons. It is quite certain that 
in tlie year 1859 there was a most miraculous 
spatting on the Whitstable beds, and that a large 
portion of it was lost for the want of space to be 
stocked and preserved. Here one may learn that 
the operation of oyster culture is not, as in this 
country, left to nature and to chance. The beds 
fumisli a constant source of occupation to weU- 
paid pemons, who are employed by the owners in 
cleansing and regulating them. The ve^ cle^ 
and interesting statement furnished by Captain 
Austin to the Fishery Commissioners at the in- 
quiry in Westport, which has been given in detail 
in the book on the oyster fisheries — published, with 
the sanction of the Commissioners, by Thom, Go- 
vernment printer, Dublin, pages 82 to 88_ — maybe 
seen in full operation here, the chief object being 
to keep the bottom of tie beds perfectly clean and 
well provided with hard materials for the recep- 
tion of the spat. The whole shore seems to be 
composed of flint stones of various sizes, and 
even upon the smallest stone, not larger than a 
marble, the spat adheres with perfect security, being 
(it is said) provided with some adhesive liquid for 
the purpose. On the 11th of May I saw in fall 
operation the whole of this important process; 
and under a permission given by an Order in 
Council, of May 21, 1857, it is permitted through 
the whole of the close season under bond, that all 
oysters dredged shall be duly deposited on the 
private beds. It was a cheering sight to behold 



a numerous fleet of well-equipped boats returning Appesdii. 
fipm the banks, and to see the busy people 
ployed in cleansing the private banl^ and receiv- BpwSgGjm- 
ing the stocks. It seems to niy mind quite clear “jssioner of 
that we may safely follow the same course pursued 
by this intelligent community, by relaxing wher- 
ever it is sought for those stringent regulations of 
close time which interdict the removal from the 
great public beds of stock for the private layings, 
and by permitting even-tliiiig to be done short of 
bringing the fish even from private beds into con- 
sumption between the 1st of May and 1st of Sep- 
tember; neither slioulcl 1 recoimnend that parties 
should be permitted to remove from the public 
beds any oystem during the clt>se time anywhere 
but to the artificial beds in the same bay or estu- 
ai-y, and only under regulations which should 
insui’e that the object was to stock the be<ls in the 
same vicinity. Finding it impossible to ascertain 
accurately the regulations under which those pri- 
vileges were granted, I proceeded to Faversham, 
where tlie Collector of Customs kindly furnished 
me with the particulars of the regulations ; and on 
my return to London I procured the Order in 
Council of tlie 25tli May, 1857, copy of which 
will be found appended, as well as of a correspond- 
ence between the Colchester Oyster Company and 
the Board of Trade. 

OaDER in OouNOit approving certain Buies or Bye-laws, 
made by the Committee of Council for Trade, under 
tLe 6 & 7 Vic. cap. 79, for the more effectual per- 
formance of the Convention between Hek Majestt 
and the Eufexok of the Feence, conccrniog the 
Fisuesies in the Sens between the BamsB Islaniis 
and Fsance. 

“Whereas by an Act passed in the session of Parlia- 
ment held in the sixth and seventh years of the leiga 
of Her present Majesty, chapter 79, intituled ‘An Act 
to carry into effect a Convention between Her Majesty 
and the King of the French, concerning the Fisheries 
in the seas between tho British Islands and France,’ it 
is enacted, by section 4, that it shall be lawful for the 
Lords of the Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy Council 
appointed for Trade and Foreign Plantations, from time 
to time, as may become necessary, to make and ordain 
such rules and bye-laws as to tbeni shall seem expedient 
for the more effectual performance of the said conven- 
tion, and of the articles set forth in the Schedule an- 
nexed to the said Act, and from time to time to annul 
or alter the same, and substitute others instead thereof; 
provided always, that all such rules and bye-laws shall 
be approved by Her Majesty, with the advice of Her 
Privy Council : 

“And whereas, by the said articleSj numbered 45 and 
46 respectively, it is provided (Art. 45) that oysler 
fishing shall open on the 1st of September and shall 
close on the 30th of April, and (Art. 46j that from the 
1st of May to the 31st of August, being what are com- 
monly called the close months, no boat shall have on 
board any dredge or other implement whatsoever for 
catching oysters : „ , , 

“And whereas, hy section 9 of the sawl Act, it is 
enacted that it shall be lawful for such officers and 
petty offioere of Her Majesty’s navy or revenue service, 
and for such officers and men of the Coast-guard stations 
as shall be thereunto authorised by the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Customs, and such persons as shall be 
appointed by the Lords of the said Committee, subject 
to such directions as the Lords of the said Committee 
shall from time to time think fit to prescribe, to go on 
board any British vessel employed in fishing, and ex- 
amine the certificate of registry and nets, instruments, 
and implements of fishing belonging to or used with 
such vessel, and whether the regulations of this Act 
have been complied with, and whether the master or 
other persons on board such vessel are carrying on the 
said fishery in the manner thereby required, and_ to 
seize any nets, instruments, or implements of fishing 
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whicli are illegal, or used contrary to the provisions of 
the said Act : . . • v i 

“And whereas, by section 6 of the said Act, with the 
view not to interfere further than is necessary for giv- 
ing full effect to the said convention and articles, with 
the provisions of .in Act passed in the fifth year of the 
reign of Her present Majesty, intituled ‘An Act to 
regulate the Irish Fisheries,’ it is enacted that it shall 
he lawful for the Lords of the said Committee, by a 
rnlo or rules, to he made by them from time to time 
and approved of by Her Majesty in Council, with the 
advice of Her Privy Council, to suspend the operation 
of the said Act and articles with respect to the fisheries 
on the coast of Ireland : 

“And whereas a rale to that effect was accordingly 
made and duly approved of by Her Majesty in Council 
on the 23rd day of August, 1843 ; 

“Aud whereas, by another Act, passed in the session 
of Parliamont held in the 18th and 19th yeare of the 
reign of Her present Majesty, chapter 101, intituled 
‘An Act for the more effectual execution of the con- 
vention between Her Majesty and the French Govern- 
ment concerning the fisheries in the seas between the 
British Islands and France,’ and which is directed to 
be read and construed together with the said recited 
Act of the sixth and seventh yeai-s of the reign of Her 
present Majesty as one Act, it is enacted, by section 1, 
that it shall be lawful for any ofiicera or potty officers 
belonging to Her Majesty’s navy or revenue service, or 
such officers and men of the Coast-guard stations as 
may be thereunto authorized by the Commissioners of 
Her Majesty’s Customs, or such persons as may be 
appointed under the provisions of &e said Act, by the 
Lords of the Committee of Her Majesty’s Priiyr Council 
appointed for Trade and Foreign Plantations, when 
they go on board any British vessel employed in fishing, 
to examine whether the regulations of the said first- 
mentioned Act have been complied with, to seize and 
throw overboard or destroy any oysters found on board 
such vessel at any time from the 1st day of May to the 
Slst day of August in any year, as well as to soizo and 
dispose of, in manner provided by the ‘ Customs' Con- 
aolidatiou Act, 1853,’ all dredges and other implements 
for catohiug oysters found on board such vessels, and 
also all dredges and other implements for catching 
oysters found sunk in or floating upon the seas at any 
such time as aforesaid ; and, by section 2, it is enacted 
that no oysters, taken in the seas between tie Iinited 
Engdom and France, shall bo imported into or landed 
in any part of the United Kingdom at any time between 
the 1st day of May and the 3Ist day of August in any 
year; and that any oysters imported in or landed be- 
tween such days from nny vessel employed in fishing in 
the said seas shall be deemed to be oysters taken and 
imported contrary to the provisions of the said articles 
ana of that Act, unless the contrary be proved; and 
that it shall be lawful for any officer of the Customs, or 
any person who way be appointed, under the provisions 
of the_ said first-recited Act, by the Lords of the 'said 
Committee of Council, to seize and destroy or otherwise 
dispose of, as the Commissioners of the Customs or the 
Lords of the said Committee may direct, any oysters 
mported into or landed in any part of the United 
Kingdom contrary to the said last-mentioned provision : 
' “And whereas the Lords of the said Committee have, 
in pursuance of the powers vested in them by the said 
recited Act of the sixth and seventh years of the reign 
of Her present Majesty, duly made and ordained, and 
have submitted for the approval of Her Majesty, the 
following rules or bye-laws, for the more effectual ob- 
sepance of the said convention and articles, and of the 
said recited Acts ; that is to say : 

“Rule l.—i The several officers or persons who are 
or may be, from time to time authorized, by or under 
the said recited Acts,, to seize dredges or other imple- 
ments used or employed in taking or catching oysters 
in the seas between the British Islands and France, or 
to seize oysters taken or brought into the United King- 
dom during, the said close months, that is to say, from 
the 1st day of May to the last day of August in' every 
year, are teqmred ,to use all diligeneb in enfordng the 
observance of the provisions: of the said convention and 



articles, and of the said recited Acts, and for that pu^ 
pose, during the said close months, to make seizure o 
all such dredges and other implements na aforesaid used 
for taking oysters, and of all oysters, oyster brood or 
spat taken and found on board any vessel in contraven- 
tion of the said convention, articles, and Acta, and to 
proceed to the forfeiture thereof and the recovery of 
such penalties as shall or may have been incurred by 
the parties found using or haviug in their possession 
such dredges or other implements as aforesaid, bat so 
nevertheless, as not to interfere with the rights and 
interests of the owners of any private oyster beds or 
layings on the coasts of Great Britain, or in the bays, 
estuaries, and rivers thereof, within the British fishery 
limits, so far as regards the preservation and propaga- 
tion of oysters therein, and the removal thereof from 
one bed or laying to another, or from one- part of such 
bed or laying to another part of the same, under and 
subject to the following rules ; 

“Rule 2. — No person shall, during the said close 
months, be allowed to dredge for or in any manner 
take oysters, oyster brood, or spat on any part of the 
said coasts of Great Britain, or the bays, estuaries, or 
rivers thereof, within the British fishery limits, nor to 
use or have ou board any dredge or iinplemeut for that 
purpose; nor to take or have on board any oysters, 
oyster brood, or spat, except for the preservation and 
propagation of oysters, or the working or replenishing 
of such beds or layings as may require the same, or for 
the removal of oysters, oyster brood, or spat to other 
beds more contiguous to, or convenient for the market, 
nor without a special license, under the hand of the 
Collector, Comptroller, or other principal officer of the 
Customs of the port or place within which such oyster 
beds or layings are situate, nor in any case, for any 
longer time than shall be prescribed by such license. 

“Rule 3. — No person shall, during the said close 
months, he allowed to remove any oysters, oyster 
brood, or spat from tho beds or layings in any port 
or place within the said British fishery limits, to any 
other beds or layings in any other port or place, with- 
out a license or transire for that purpose, under the 
hand of the Collector, Comptroller, or other prinoipal offi- 
cer of the Customs of the port or place wbence the same 
ahall.he so removed, addressed to the Collector or Comp- 
troller or other prinoipal officer of the Cnstoms of the 
port or place where the bed or laying at which the 
same ate to ha deposited is situate. Fi-ovided always 
that no such license or transire sliall be granted for re- 
moval of such oysters, oyster brood, or spat, under this 
rule, until the person requiring to remove the same 
shall have given bond to Her Majesty for the due 
removal and deposit thereof at the place of destination, 
within such time, and in such penal sum, not being less 
than £100, as tbe Collector, Comptroller, or other such 
principal officer as aforesaid may require. 

“Rule 4. — The foregoing rule shall be held to apply 
to the removal to oyster beds or layings on the coasts 
of Great Britain within the British fishery limits, of 
oysters, oyster brood, or spat, taken or dredged during 
the said close months on tlie coasts of Ireland, under 
the authority of the Oommissionera of Public Works in 
Ireland, by virtue of any Act or Acts to regulate tie 
Irish fisheries. 

“Now, therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the adrico 
of Her Privy Council, doth hereby approve of the fore- 
going rules or bye-laws, and doth hereby order and 
direct that the same shall take effect and come into 
operation at the end of one week from and after the 
first publication thereof in the London Gazette. 

“ And tbe Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury, the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admii^ty, and the Commissioners of the Customs, 
are to give the necessary directions herein, as to ^e*n 
may respectively appertain. 

“ Wm. L. Bathtuist.” 

“To SHE Loans Gommissiohebs oe Her Majbsit’b 
Peivs CorsoiL foe Teade. 

“Colchester, April 27, 1864. 

“ My Lords, — We are solicitors for the Colchestw 
Oystet Company, and beg respectfully to call attention 
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to the order which has lately been issued to the officers 
of the Coast-guard, to seize all dredges found on board 
vessels between the SOthinst. and Sept. 1. The effect of 
this order, if insisted upon, will be the utter destruction 
of the several oyster fisheries in the rivers, bays, and 
estuaries of Great Britain and Ireland. The company we 
represent has the fishery of the river Colne of the length 
of about five miles. Near the mouth of this river is 
‘Pont,’ or Blackwatei', well known as common di'edging 
ground ; and the preservation of which is of incalcu- 
lable value to the general oyster fisheries of the country, 
as from it the Colchester, Whitstable, and other coni- 
pauies, are supplied with brood and young oysters. 
Hundreds of boats dredge these grounds duiuug tho 
summer months, uot for oysters for consumption, but 
for stocking tbc ground belonging to tbe several com- 
panies with young brood, where, after being deposited 
for two or three years, they become fit for market. "Wo 
further beg to represout that, apart from tho fact that 
the above order will throw, at this port ooly, a large 
fleet of boats and hundreds of families out of employ- 
ment, the oyster grounds will bo rendered unprofitable 
and useless, as where tbe grounds are not constantly 
dredged the sjiat of the oyster dies, falling as it does on 
silt, which destroys it, whereas the working and dredg- 
ing of tbe ground cleanses the ‘ culali,’ or rough sub- 
stances at the bottom, so that the spat adheres ; and it 
is an incontrovertible fact, that the more oyster grounds 
are worked the more prolific they ate : leave them but 
one summer un worked, and it will take years to recover 
the damage. 

“The company we represent do not trade iu oysters 
during the summer months; and what they seek is 
that these orders may not be allowed to interfere with 
their cleansing operations iu their own fishery, nor with 
their dredging for young aud immature oysters in tbe 
Blackwater and other parts along the eastern coast. 

“Earuestly requesting tho considerate attention of 
your Lordships to the above very important matter, ^ 

“Wo have tbe honour to he, my Lords, your Lordsliips’ 
most obedient servants, 

“ SjIYTUIES, GoODV, AMU SoM.” 

“ Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
"Whitehall, April 20, 1864. 

“ Gentlemen, — t am directed by the Lords of the 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 27th of tbis month, in 
which, as solicitors for the Colchester Oyster Company, 
you call attention to an order lately issued to the officers 
of the Coast-guard to seize all dredges found on board 
vessels between tbe 30th inst. and tbe 1st September, 
tho effect of which, if insisted on, you state will be the 
utter destruction of the several oyster fisheries iu the 
rivets, bays, and estuaries of Great Britaiu and Ireland, 
lly Lords understand the order to which yon refer to 
be one issued by the Commodore Controller-General^ of 
tbe Coast-guard, under date 14th January last, desiring 
■* That the officers of the Coast-guard will exercise super- 
vision over fishing vessels, when leaving port in the 
close season, to prevent their taking dredges on boaud ; 
and which was accompanied by a copy of a letter on 
the subject, dated the 4th of the same month, from the 
Board of Trade to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. Communications between tbe Admiralty 
aud the Board of Trade had taken place in conseqaence 
of a complaint being made on tbe part of tbe French 
government, in the month of August last, that English 
fishermen do not observe the regulations which arc 
adhered to in France, and which prohibit tbe taking on 
board between the 1st of May and the 31st of August 
any dredge or other instrument for oyster fishing. 
That complaint, for which my Lords were aware there 
was ground in the practice of some English fishermen 
to dredge for oysters in the close season more “an 
three miles from the coast in the seas common to British 
and French fishermen, rendered it necessary to take 
steps to repress the practice complained of j and it was 
with that view that the above-mentioned letter ^ the 
4th of January last was sent from the Board of Trade 
to the Admiralty. 



" It was not intended on the part of the Board of Apbendii. 
Trade that there should be any new interference with Bonort^In- 
opeiationa sucb as those described in your letter, by gpecting Coin- 
boats which dredge oysters iu the summer months — missioner of 
not for consumption, but for stocking private grounds risheties for 
— provided such operations be uot carried on beyond 
three miles from tbe shore on tbe east coast ; and my 
Lords will communicate with tbe Controller-General of 
the Coast-guai'djtoexpresa their opinion that the coast- 
guard officers should be instructed to exercise their 
supervision so as to occasion no interference with oper- 
ations for tbe taking of spat wherewith to supply the 
oyster beds. 

“ I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

“ J. Emebson Temment.” 

The di’edge used at Wliitstable is much smaller 
and lighter than our dredge. It is about two feet 
four inches long, or rather wide, a chain netting 
below and henin above. The beacons with which, 
the private beds are marked out ax'e young trees, 
either fir or cliesnut, about twenty-five to thirty 
feet long, leaving the tops on, as they are, of 
course, n*equently renewed. 

The coarse or wild oysters taken in the Channel 
and at Jei'sey are vei'y inferior in q^uality to the 
cultivated or native oyster — the first ueing 12«. to 
14s. per London bushel of 450 to 500, while the 
real natives are 70s. per bushel. 

There are great banks of periwinkles at Whit- 
stable ; they are sent in large quantities to Billings- 
gate; the general price is 6d. per gallon. 

The tra^e in oysters from Falmouth is very con- 
sidenible, chiefly for layings, for which pui-pose 
alone they are valued, being said to have a bad 
flavour from the copper, but whieb, like pur 
Arklow oysters, is removed by transplantation. 

The quantity shipped in 1863 was 39,250 tubs, or 
2,216 tons. 

Trawling in Torhay, tfv. 

On the 14th May I proceeded to the coast of 
Devon, aud reached Bri:^amon the IGth. Nearly 
twelve years liad elapsed since my former visit to 
that place, and it immediately struck me on enter- 
ing the town that the same progress of adA-ance- 
ment was observable, which is die general result 
of ina'eased wealth, and impi-oved habits and 
position, in the inhabitants of many suck places. 

Narrow and ill-paved streets; Avith houses of a very 
humble class, were succeeded in many cases by 
most respectable spedmens of improved ai-cbitec- 
ture iu handsome and Avell-stocked shops and 
private residences. The working fisherman haAing 
passed through seA^eral gradations of increased 
prosperity had, iu several instances, attained tlie 
summit of his ambition and tbe reAvard of his 
industry, by baAnng become a prosperous ship- 
owner; the whole tapect of the toAvn had greatly 
improved. Brixham is Avithiu the district of the 
Dimtmouth collection of customs, and that depart- 
ment is most respectably represented by Mr. Heniy 
Hallett, the prindpal Coast-guai-d officer, to Avhom 
1 am. indebted for great kindness in. enabling me 
to procure the best information on tbe subject of 
my visit, and through him I was inti'oduced to 
some of the most intelligent of the inhabitantSj 
fr-om the first of Avhom, Mr, Peter VarAveU, 
formerly a trawler, but now an extensive ship- 
owner, I learned very soon that the same degree 
of unanimity did not prevail at present that Ihad 
described in my report of 15th November, 1852, 
on the suhj ect of trawling. At that time I stated : 

• “LiaatenantHoblyn, e.n.. Chief Officer of Coast-guards, 
tom whom I received every assistance, states, that 
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Apfemdix. tterearenow 221 trawling vessels marked and uum- 

bered out of the port, ranging from 35 to 45 tons, all 

Ueport of In- „„tter-ri<rired Thev are called sloops, carvel built, and 
SSf.Sr«ll«clB”ivelybe», towler,. He deecribe. ftem .e 
l-UheTiei> for generally well appointed. Each vessel lias four men 
and a bov, or three men and two boys. There are 
besides from eighty to 100 smaller class boats chiefly 
engaged in the book and long-line fishing, and, when 
the l^rrings appear, in the drift-net fishing ; they vary 
in size from four to fifteen tons— the smaller class being 
called yawls. He observes no bad spirit between the 
two classes; indeed they are sometimes greatly annoyed 
by a class of persons called pirates j strangers who come 
from distant places and rob their nets at night. Ail 
the regniations of the French convention are generally 
observed, and the fence months are seldom encroached 
upon. The trawlers finding that when the weather 
permits, tbeir most productive ground is/ar outside the 
limiis, they never trawl in the bay, unless it should^ be 
blowing a gale of wind outside, and very rarely daring 
the fence months under any circumstances. They 
generally trawl in the offing between Start Point and 
Hope’s Nose, about five miles from the entrance to the 
bay, Bometimes in 30 fathoms, but they vary their 
ground according to the state of the weather. With a 
strong easterly wind the fish lie offin deep water. It is 
a mode of fishing particularly liable to casualties. 
A sloop will sometimes lose her whole gear, to the value 
of £40 an>l upwards. The laws relating to fence 
months are not well understood, but yet they seldom 
trawl in the bay ; the ground is only fit in the centre, 
being all foul along shore on both sides. Knows of no 
instance of a breach of the 25th article of the Conven- 
tion, requiring trawlers to keep three miles from herring 
boats. The French boats, from Dieppe andBourdeaux, 
often come in during the winter, in large numbers. 
They do not attempt to fish within the limits, but pur- 
chase skate, which is taken in very large quantities, 
but no other fish. They are always well received, 
as gooil eustoniej's for a kiii<l of fish otherwise very 
unsaleable.” 

Mr.Vanveil nowstatea thatgreatcomplaints have 
lately been iiiiuie of injury done in Torbay, Start 
Bay, Teigumouth Bay, and Deadman’s Bay, by 
trawling. In those places fish has sometimes ap- 
peared in great abundance, but the ground has 
been clear^ in a week. At present it has become 
very scarce indeed inside the headlands. The 
fishermen liave become less amenable; they not 
only disturb the spawn, but are quite regardless of 
all regulations, and take the small ond unsizeable 
fish of ail descriptions. Formerly they used to ob- 
serve a dose time, but the demand for fish has so 
grown with the fecilitv’ of transit by rail, that they 
now tike fish even^n’liere and of every kind that 
can be procured. Some forty-five years ago they 
Jised to observe certain regulations suggested by 
Lord Vernon, but they are now wholly disre- 
garded. About sixty years ago the 6rixhani 
trawlers went to fish u]:)on the coast of Kent and 
Essex to Dover, and to live Bay; and it is be- 
lieved that those places have never recovered. 
Thinks it a great pity that the regulations estab- 
lished under the French Convention Act are not 
strictly enforced. In fiict, the great demand for 
fisli has produced the most reckless disregard for 
provident forbearance, and other modes of fishing 
have also been followed by the most mischievous 
consequences. Between Paynton and Torquay, 
seines, with small meshes, hauled by horses, de- 
stroy spawn and unsizeable fish. After fishing 
out their own bays, the trawlers have of late 

C ars been in the habit of going to Hull, Scar- 
rough and Newcastle, where they are greatly 
complained of. As for the line fishermen they are 
totaOy destroyed. The meshes of these trawl nets 
are generally about one and a quarter inches from 
knot to knot. Many of the boats are not as well 



found as they used to be ; they are a great con- 
trast to some of the French boats which some- 
times come into the bay, the latter being admi- 
rably found and equipped; but their mesh is as 
low as three-fourths of an inch, and they take both 
spawn and fry ; inshore enormous quantities are 
uken by the native boats. Several of the re- 
pectable owners of trawling sloops would be glad 
to get out of the trade, which, if the present 
system continues, they know cannot last, as it 
must finally destroy itself. Trawling is, no doubt, 
a most useful .and valuable mode of fishing, if they 
would only observe the regulations so clearly laid 
down for them in the articles of tiie French Con- 
vention, which are now totally disregarded and 
forgotten, to the great detriment of the fisheries. 

Mr. Hallett, f’rincipal Officer of Customs at 
Brixham, states — The present fishing establish- 
ment at Bri.vbam consists of 167 large trawling 
sloops, 36 small boats; total, 203. Many com- 
plaints have from time to time been made to tiira 
of breaches of the Convention regulations, in 
various ways, both by fishing within the limits and 
exceeding in the length of their trawl beams the 
length prescribed by the articles of the Convention. 
A larger class of vessels have been employed with 
trawl beams from forty to forty-five feet in length ? 
in short, the great demand for fish has induced 
improved devices for its capture in a//i/ state. 
Formerly the small soles and otlier unsizeable flat 
fish used to be considered quite valueless, latterly 
they have become an article of great luxury, and 
are sought for in London and other places, at the 
tables or the rich ehiefiy, as a substitute for the 
small haddocks at breakfet, the haddocks having, 
in many cases, vanished. An impression seems to 
have grown that the terms of the Convention 
Act were too stringent, and having been forced 
upon the Government, they were not anxious to 
interfere. At all events, the fact is, that there is 
now no observance of any of its provisions either 
as to weight of trawl irons, length of beams, 
size of meshes, or avoidance of bays ; no attempt 
at any prosecution, and the executive officer, )iar- 
ing neither authority nor force at his disposal, is 
utterly powerless. 

The general belief among the most intelligent 
persons at Brlxliam Is that some of tlie articles of 
the French Convention are extremely ambiguous, 
and others perhaps a little too stringent, but all 
regulations from 15 to 30 are totally disi'egarded. 

Mr. Milton, Chief Officer of Coast-guards at 
Brixham, under Captain Palisei’, R.N., Inspecting 
Commander at Torquay — is a resident at Brix- 
ham — thinks the fishing in bays most mischievous 
— has seen them trawl within half a cable’s length 
of the shore — is also convinced of the injury done 
by the inshore seines in Torbay, many of them ai'e 
eighty yards long — has never received any instruc- 
tions on the suBject. The Royal Commissioners 
of Inquiry were at Brixliam on the 10th October, 
meeting at Torquay on the 11th, at Exeter, Ply- 
mouth, and Starcross after that. It was generally 
hoped that their visit would be followed by a 
cliange and better defined regulations. 

It appears that when the Brixham fleet have 
trawled out their own bays, they have for some 
years been in the habit of proceeding to the sliores 
of the north sea, as for as Newcastle; in many of 
the principal ports along those shores the produc- 
tiveness of the trawl net had, from the example of 
the southerns, induced the formation of large 
trawling establishments, and the exliaustion of the 
supply had some time since produced among the 
line fishermen and many of the respectable Inhabi- 
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tants of those shores a very strong feeling, which 
has been expressed in terms very uneqmvocal in 
a printed paper, very generally distributed, of 
which a copy was put into my hands at Brixliam. 

This document of course will be taken for its 
own value, and although it evidently bears the 
stamp of very strong prejudice against the use of 
the trawl net, the facts stated are well deserving 
of due consideration. To its dissemination may 
in a great degree be attributed the granting of the 
present Roy^ Commission of Inquiry. 1 give it 
as I got it, counting myself in no way responsible 
for the extreme opinions which it propounds. 

“ The saying that ‘ The man who causes two blades 
of gi-ass to grow where, only one grew before is a bene- 
factor,’ is a truism which, tf goodness be the aim of 
God in all His works, finds confirmation in the dictates 
of reason, the teachings of nature, and the command of 
God, for the ends of the varied industry of man and the 
incessant activity of nature, seem to be but the fulfil- 
ment of the command given by the Almighty at the 
creation, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the 
earth.’ If the man, then, who obeying this specific 
behest of the Creator, and following Nature, which is 
ererywhere seeking to foster life, be a benefactor when 
he makes two green shoots to spring where only one 
appeared before i the man who, where two gi-een blades 
are springing, ruthlessly destroys one of them, must be 
the converse of a beiietactor—a wrong doer, a breaker 
of the express commands of God, and a curse to his 
mce. But if a man throngh thoughtlessness, wanton 
mischief, or in the pursuit of his selfish ends, destroys 
not a simple blade of grass, but in his eagerness to reap 
the harvest of the present, destroys the seed for the 
harvest of the future, he must be both a criminal and a 
fool, — committing as great an act of folly as the boy in 
the fable, who killed the goose which laid the golden 
eggs. And yet this is just the course at present pur- 
saed with respect to a very valuable article of food by 
the men whose livelihood depends upon the abundance 
of the very article they ai-e destroying. We refer to 
the system of trawl net fishing now carried on to an 
alarming extent upon our coast by a class of fishermen 
who, in their eagerness to enrich themselves and supply 
tbe London and other markets, liave exhausted the once 
abundant fisheries of the Channel and the South-East 
Coast, and by the like cause which they arc pursuing 
here, will speedily leave this coast as impoverished as 
the shores whence they have come. The attention of 
the public and of the fishermen of the district— the 
latter having the more iinmedialc, though in reality 
not so lasting, or great an interest iu the matter as the 
former — for, while tbe fishermen may soon find other 
means of obtaining a livelihood, the people will have 
great difficulty in supplying the place of this cheap 
and important article of human diet — the attention, we 
say, of tbe public and the fishermen has been called to 
this CTeat and growing evil, and at the variona meetings 
which have been held among tbe fishermen, petitions 
calling upon the legislature to put a stop to the iniqui- 
tous practice, have been unanimously adopted. And 
if the allegations put forth hy the promoters of this 
movement are found to be correct, it is the duty of the 
legislature to adopt tbe same conservative measures 
with respect to the preservation of this pure, common, 
and abundant class of food — the diet of the people— as 
those which have been adopted with regard to the pre- 
servation of salmon, the delicacy of the ‘ upper ten 
thousand.’ The evils complained of are these, that the 
fishermen of the South-East Coast, having exhausted 
their own fisheries, ate coming north, and adopting the 
same reckless policy as that which has driven them 
from home, viz., that of trawling or trailing, the net 
along the ground, by which means they drag it4o the 
oet every quality of fish— good, bad, and indifferent } 
and above all destroy immense quantities of spawn. 
Starting froni the Land’s End, over nearly 700 miles of 
coast have these men pursued their nefarious practice, 
sod if it be continued here for five years move'it'is 
estimated that this coast will be as barren as that ove* 



which these houghtless or wanton men have passed. ApPEsnii. 
A moment’s reflection, when the system of trawling is 
understood, will convince the least reflecting mind that ^g^ngCom- 
a great injury is likely to result from this mode of oh- misdoner of 
taining fish. Our local fishermen use a line, except Fisheries for 
during the herring season, when a floating net is em- 
ployed. On the line, at intervals of about four feet, 
smaller lines called ‘ snoods,’ which contain the books, 
are attached, and the ‘snoods’ float, while the main 
line lies at the bottom of the sea. By this means it 
will at once be seen that nothing except large and 
living fish can be caught. Far otherwise, however, is 
it in trawling. The trawl net, which is of immense 
size, and capable of containing several tons of fish, is 
wide at the mouth, and gradually lessens almost to a 
point, through a small orifice in which tbe fish pass to 
.another pocket-shaped net, out of which it is impossible 
for them to escape. This net, as the fishing smack 
sails before the wind, is dragged along the bottom of 
the sea, tbe mouth of the net being hept open by a 
pole stretched along the upper part of it and supported 
a few feet from the ground by an iron stay at each end 
of the pole. Tbe ever-gaping jaws of this life-destroysr 
thus receives everything that is loose in the bottom of 
the sea. Living fish and dead fish, pieces of stone,, 
iron, and coals, masses of seaweed and spawn, and the 
boues of many a shipwrecked mariner, who lies •' nine 
fathoms deep’ in the dark blue sea, and other relics 
which the storm has laid beside them, are all jolted 
along together, until the net is filled with this debris of 
the ocean. When the net is emptied, much of its con- 
tents, as may be supposed, has to be thrown overboardv- 
But it is not only the extraneous substances that have' 
to be rejected, bnt even the mature fish is so mangled 
with the dragging that seldom more than one-third 
raught is fit to be brought to shore, and much of that 
is so bruised, and through tbe bursting of the gall so 
saturated with the bitter fluid, as not to be fit for 
human food. In fish so caught, too, the scales are often 
completely rubbed off, and form a striking contrast to 
the live-caught fish — fresh and firm, and covere<l with 
the silvery scales with which nature bespangles them. 

The destruction of the lighter formed spawn, ns may 
be supposed, is very great, for even if it does not enter 
the net and pass through the mangling process therein, 
it is much injured by the weighty nets passing over it 
The petitions state it is calculated that not less than 
500 tons (this we believe is considerably within the 
real quantity destroyed) of spawn are destroyed in 
twenty-four hoars by the 400 smacks which are plying 
on the coast ; aod it is well known tisat in the South 
tons of broken fisb and spawn are sold by the fishermen 
as manure for the laud at threepence per bushel ! Na- 
ture is most prodigal in all her ariangements for the 
perpetuity and increase of her offspring, more especially 
of the finny tribe, but she has made no provision for 
such a waste as .that of which we have spoken ; and 
the most prolific of races would perish before such a 
war of extermination as that. Oommou sense and 
ordinary prudence declare that something ought to be 
done, and done speedily, to put a stop to this mis- 
ohievous system, or else this part of the coast, like that 
of the South as far down as Plauiborough Head, will 
have no in-shorc fishing of importance. 'The fishermen 
are alive to the evil, and are acting ns a matter of self- 
preservation } but to t\iQ people it is a matter of graver 
importance, especially wheH other kinds of food are 
becoming so dear. Tbe Town Councils of Sunderland, 

Hartlepool, <kc., have taken action in the matter and 
adopted a petition similar to that so universally adopted 
by the fishermeii of .Northumberland, Durham, and 
Yorkshire, in which they pray the legislature to amend 
the law relating to fishing and thereby put an end to 
trawl net fishing; an'd H. Fenwick, esq., M.P., as well 
as other Members of Parliauient and xioblemeu are 
taking a lively interest in the subject. Two centuries 
ago tlie Government of tbe countiy made some pro- 
vision for the prevention of the evil ; and wlieti a pe- 
tition was lately brought before the Hartlepool Town 
Council the Town Clerk referred to the Acts of Parlia- 
ment on the subject, and conridered that they were suf- 
ficient to remedy the evil. He quoted a aminnary of the 
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Appendix. Acts from BunCa Juatici, a portion of which, is as 
_ _ follows ; — 

SISS- “ ‘ By atot. 8, Jainei I., clap. 12, tec. 2. every person 
missioner of who shall willingly take, destroy, or spoil any spawn, 
Fisheries for fry, or brood of any sea fish, in any weir or other engine 
1863. ordevicewhatsoewer, shall forfeit for every offence £10.’ 

“ ‘ And, by George I., stat. 2, c. IS, and by a subse- 
quent statnte, if any person shall use at sea on the, Eng- 
lish coast any trawl net, drag net, or net set for catching 
any fish (except herrings, pilchards, sprats, or lavidnian), 
wbich.hath the mesh less than three and a half inches 
from knot to knot, or which hath a false or double bot- 
tom, cod, or pouch ; or shall put any net upon or behind 
another, in order to catch or destroy the small fish 
which would have passed through any single net of 
three and a half inches mesh, he shall, ou conviction 
(after summons) by one justice where the offender 
resides or shall be found, on oath of two witnesses, iu 
one month after the offence, forfeit the same, and also 
£20, half to the informer and lialf to the poor j to be 
levied by distress; for want of sufficient distress to be 
committed to gaol for twelve months, and the nets, by 
warrant of such justice, to be burned. Persons ag- 
grieved may appeal to the next sessions.’ 

“ ‘ By sect. 7 of the same Act (George 1., stat. 2, c. 
18), if any person shall bring to shore, or expose to 
safe, or shall exchange for any other goods, matter, or 
thing, any fish less than the following size, fi-om the 
eyes to the extent of the tail, viz., hret or tui'bot, six- 
teen inches; brill or pearl, fourteen; codling, twelve; 
whiting, six; bass and mullet, fourteen ; sole, plaice, or 
dab, eight ; fiounder, seven ; he shall foifeit the fish to 
the poor of the parish, and also 20s. (half to the infor- 
mer and half to the poor), to be levied in like manner ; 
for default of payment, or of sufficient distress, to be 
sent to the next house of correction or otlier common 
gaol or prison of the county, city, town, or place, to be 
severely whipped aud kept to bal'd labour six days, and 
not longer than fourteen. Persons aggrieved may ap- 
peal to the next sessions. The prosecution must be 
within one month.’ 

“ These Acts might, no doubt, abate tbe evil a little, if 
strictly enforced; but the system of trawling itself is 
the great cause of the mischief. It is not simply a 
question of email or large meshes, in the nets, as has 
been very often asserted, or of wilfully or accidentally 
destroying the spawn; but it is the pnneiple of trawl- 
ing itself thatis wrong— wrong under all circumstances, 
and in all waters ; and until this practice of sea dredg- 
ing be abolished, it will be impossible to afford that 
protection to the spawn and young fish essentially 
necessary to their development, and the abundant pro- 
duction of this wholesome article of diet. 

“ If tlie public were re.aping any great advantage 
from this system of fishing — if there was a more plenti- 
ful supply at good fish at a cheaper rate, the evil mklit 
perhaps be borne with ; but such is not the case. The 
article is really dearer than it has ever been ; and often- 
times our local fishermen return from sea with their boats 
only half filled. On some parts of the coast, skate, which 
could be obtained in abundance formerly, can now 
scarcely he caught at all, and the same is ti-ue of many 
other kinds of ground fish. Our own fishermen have 
thus to he content with small “ takes,” while the stran- 
gers bring in their boat loads, which they dispose of at 
a cheap mte to the large dealers in fish. This cheap- 
ness of rate is not, however, continued to the public, 
for while the fish is purchased from the trawlers at 
about a stone, it is sold at the same price to the 
pnblio as the fisli caught by our cobles, which usually 
brings Is. a atone. The beat portions of the trawlers’ 
cargoes ai-e retained for local sale, but the remainder is 
sent off to the inland towns, where it brings as large a 
price as the good does here. Altogether, then, the 
only persona deriving advantage from the system are 
the trawlers and a few of the large dealers, while the 
fishermen aud the public are suffering a great and what 
will become a permanent loss. 

“ Should there be no need for new legislation on the 
subject, should the existing laws he found sufficient to 
correct the evils complained of, the present agitation 
will do some service in calling the attention of the 



people aud the legislature to the mischievons effects of 
trawling. Any other steps that will accomplish the 
object sought will confer a great boon, not offiy upon 

our local fishermen, and ultimately the ‘strangers,’ but 

also upon the whole people of the country the takers 

and the partalcera of fish.” 

I did not omit, during my short stay at Brixham, 
to attend on the arrival of the very few boats that 
excessively calm and hot weather had permitted 
to bring in any small supplies of fish to the pier 
and market, and on those occasions I was afforded 
occular proof of tlie very large proportion of small 
and unsizeable fish brought in, and tlie compara- 
tively high price which it produced. 

I have before stated the evident appeai-ance of 
improvement at Brixham. It is, iu tnith, a pi-o- 
gressive state of transition from a prosperous 
fishing town to an important seaport. Upon arecent 
occasion when its claims as a commercial poit of 
shipping were brought under the consideration of 
the authorities, it was shown that its mercantile 
marine had reached the following figui'os: — 80 
vessels, 14,173 tons, valued at£187,770; together 
with a fleet, insirred by the Brixham. Fishery 
Insurance Company, of which the aggregate was 
over 5,470 tons, of tlie value of £50,000. The 
investment in fishing vessels and gear exceeds 
£72,000. 

Notwitjistaiiding this very prosperous eA'jwse, 
it appeai-s that the population of Brixham, which 
was returned in the Census of 1851 at 5,627, liad, 
on the last Census of 1861, been reduced to 4,390, 
thus showing a dea'ease of 1,237, or nearly one- 
fom'th of its population, while other places upon 
the same coast had increaeed in the same propor- 
tion. Teignmouth, from 5,013 in 1851, to 6,022 
in 1862; Whitstable, in Kent, fi'om 3,086 in 1851, 
to 4,188 in 1862 ; and Torquay, which, however, 
is a rapidly growing place of fashiou, from 7,903 
iu 1851, to 16,419 ‘in 1861. 

This extraordinary decrease maj be accounted 
for in a great degree by the diminished number 
of fishing vessels; in 1852, there were 221 trawl- 
ing sloops — ^say 90 small line boats ; — by tlie last 
retunis, 167 large boats, 36 small. Decrease, 54 
laige and 54 small. 

The same judicious system of management 
referred to in my fonner report is, in an increased 
degree, pursnect in all their municipal arrange- 
ments, and in making due provision for their in- 
creasing maritime commei'ce. I was particularly 
struck with the minute construction of their har- 
bour by-laws, aud I am indebted to the kindness 
of Mr. WoIstOD, the Town Clerk of the Commis- 
sioners, for permission to extract a copy, which 
may possibly be of value hereafter to our harbonr 
department. The tolls of then’ hai-bour produce 
a revenue of nearly £700 annually, and they are 
progi'essively increasing the accommodation and 
security by the construction of a breakwater. The 
great injury which arises from throwing out ballot, 
either within Ae harbour or immediately outside 
it in many of our small harbours, is completely 
avoided here ; they have, immediately adjacent to 
the pier, an enclosed space called the “ Ballast- 
yard,” where all the ballastof the several incoming 
vessels is deposited, and from whence the outgoing 
vessels must he supplied — in both cases under a 
penalty. Ship-bniffing, in its several branches, 
is still prosperously carried on ; a very short time 
before ray visit there were nine vessels in course 
of building at the several yards. I observed that 
in all the standing and running rigging of the new 
vessels manilla is generally preferred, and teu 
only used with the waterlaid rope. 
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“Okdess, Rules, and Br-IiAWS mode and published charge of any vessel, shall leare any anchor at or near Appendix. 
by the Cojimissioneks for impeotikg the Haa- the entrance of the liarbonr, without a buoy attached .p ' 

BOUK and JIasket of Beixrai:, under the aiitho- thereto, and then not longer than one tide. 

rity of certain Acts of Parliameut, viz., 39fch Geo. li. “ That every owner, master, or other person missiohet of 
ni.j cap. 6, and 1st Victoria, cap. 75, or one of having charge of any vessel, if required by the harbour 5^heries for 
them. master or quay master, shall keep a person or persons 

“As to Harbour attend such vessel, during such times and in 

such manner as he, tlieharbonr master or quay master, 

I. “That the master, owner, or other person having shall appoint. 

charge of any vessel being within the harbour, shall 15 , “That the owner, master, or other person having 
during the time tiiat any loose goods, ballast, or other charge of any vessel, shall cause the fastenings or 
things shall be loading or unloading on or from such moorings thereof to ho aist o9 or loosened, when and 
vessel, cause a canvass or other cloth to be nailed or as the harbourmastershall direct, andindefault thereof, 
otherwise fastened to such vessel, which canvass or the harbour master may cause the same to be cut or 
cloth shall extend from such vessel, and be fastened cast off, and such vessel to be cast adrift, 
unto the pier, quay, or other vessel, to or from which 16 . “That the owner, master, or other person Laving 
such goods, ballast, or things shall be conveyed, so as charge of any vessel, shall not suffer any rope, chain, 
to prevent any part of ancli goods, ballast, or other or tackle therefrom, to be fastened to a>iy crane, chain- 
things from passing or falling into the harbonr. post, lamp-post, rail, or building. 

S. “ That no person shall land or place any ballast, 17, “That the owner, master, or other person having 
iron ore, lime, or other commodities or things, on any charge of any vessel, witbiu the harbour, shall have the 
quay or pier, contrary to the ordera of the harbonr lower yards a-peak, and sprit-sail-yard fore and aft, 
master or quay master for the time being. and jib-boom, and miming bowsprit run in, the anchor 

3. “That the owner or other person having charge taken in over the bows, and the steering sail booms and 
of any goods or other things which shall he landed from irons taken off the yards, and the stem and quarter 
any vessel, or which shall be placed on the pier or quay, davits rigged in, as soon as such vessel shall come into 
for the purpose of shipment ou board any vessel, and the the harbour and he moored. 

master, owner, or other person having charge of such 18. *' Tliat every vessel unloading or about to dis- 
vessel or goods, shall cause the said goods or other things charge any goods or merchandise, shall have preference 
to be removed or shipped within twenty-fonr hours of station in turn, but under the direction of the har- 
after the same shall be placed on the pier or quays as hour master. 

aforesaid, on being required to do so by the harbour 19. “That the owner, master, or other person having 
master or quay master. charge of any vessel not discharging goods or loading, 

4. “ That the owner or person having charge of any shall remove such vessel to any other station, to be 

timber discharged from any vessel, shall cause the same appointed by the harbour master, to make way for any 
to be wholly removed from the quay, pier, or beach, on loaded vessel which shall arrive, or vessel to load, 
which the same shall be discharged, within ten days. 20. “ That no person shall wilfully out, cast off, 

5. “ That no person shall work up, or manufacture damage, or destroy, any cable or other fastening, by 
any goods or things whatsoever, upon any pier or quay which any vessel shall be moored within the said har- 
of the said harbour, except for the repair of any ship or hour, nor any quay or pier, or any post, lamp, rail, 
vessel, lying in the harbour or hay, without the con- monument or tablet, upon or belonging hi any quay or 
sent of the harbour master or quay master for the time pier within the harbour. 

being. 21. “That the owner, master, agent or other person 

6. “ That no person shall drive any wheel carriage, having charge of any anchor, chain, spars, moorings or 

or draw or convey any goods on, or otherwise obstruct any other thing whatsoever, landed or left upon any 
any walk or footpath of any quay or pier, within the pier, quay, or beach, within the said harbour, shall after 
srid harbour. ten days’ notice forthwith remove or cause the same to 

7. “ That the owner, master, or other person having he removed, and in default thereof, tho harbour master 

chargeofany vessel, shallnotpermitany cannon or gun, or quaymaster may remove or cause the same to be 
or other fire-arms to be fired therefrom, within the removed, and tho expense thereof shall he borne and 
harbonrjandthatno person shall fireany cannon or gun paid to the harbour master or quay master by the 
or other fire-arms upon or from any quay or pier of the owner, master, agent or other person having charge of 
harbour, without the consent of the harbour master or the same, or the whole or part thereof may be sold by 
quay master. order of the Commissioners of the Harbour and Market, 

8 . “That no person shall sufferanyhoat to he placed to defray the expenses incurred by the harbour master 
on any quay or pier, except for the purpose of repairing or quay master in such removal. 

or during stress of weather, and no boat shall be allowed 22. “That the owner, master, or other person having 
to remain longer than ten days for that purpose, without charge of any vessel entering the harbour with any 
the consent of the harbour master or quay master. quantity of gunpowder exceeding one pound on board, 

9. “That no person shall break up any vessel or shall immediately give notice to tho harbour master, 

'vreck within tlie harbonr, or on any quay or jiier of and shall in all .^things be under his direction, during 
the same, except in such place as the harbour master or the time such vessel may remain within the limits of 
quay master shall direct. the said harbour. 

10. “ That the owner, master, or otherperson having 23, “That theowner, master, or other person having 

charge of any vessel, shall obey the orders and direo- charge of any vessel, who, either by himself or vessel, 
tions of the harbour master in coming into or going out shall carelessly damage or injure any of tho pier lamps, 
of the harbour. or lamp-post, shall pay to the harbour master or quay 

II. “That the master, owner, or other person having master the full amount of expenses incurred by repair- 
charge of any vesseVshall moor or station thesame, and ing or replacing the same in the condition they were 
from time to time remove the same, according to the before such injury. 

order or direction of the harbour master, and in default 24. “ That any person making a pit or hole in the 
thereof, the harbour master may remove or cause to he beach within the said hathour, shall fill up such hole 
removed, and moored elsewhere, the said vessel, and the or pit, or cause the same to he properly filled up the 
expenses thereof shall be borne and paid to the harbour same tide. 

master by such master, owner, or other person. 25. "That no person shall beat, warm, or boil any 

12. “That no person shall moor, fasten, or leave a pitch, tar, rosin, brimstone, or other combustible matter, 

Teasel or boat at or near any steps or landing-place of on board of any ship or vessel, or at any place or places 
the quays or pier, so as to incommode or obstruct the other than those appointed and allowed by the said 
approach thereto, or the free use thereof, and the bar- Commissioners, on any pretence whatsoever, 
hour master shall have full power to turn adrift any 26. “That all persons offending against any or either 
Tessel or boat so moored, fastened, or left. of the above orders, rules, and by-laws, shall forfeit 

J3. “That no owner, master, or other person having and pay, for every such offence, any sum or sums of 
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money not exceeding forty shillings, over and abop 
the damage done by the offence, to be recovered as the 
said Acts direct. r. • » 

« Confirmed at the General Quarter Sessions of 
the Peace, held at the Castle of Exeter, in and for 
the County of Devon, on Tuesday, the 30th day 
of June, 1846. 

1. “ That a toll, rate, or due of fourpenoe per ton, be 
henceforth asked, demanded, taken, received, collected, 
recovered, and levied, as a quay due, on all limestone 
exported or imported, within the harbour of Bnxham, 
aforesaid (other than limestone bona fide shipped from 
the cliffs within the said harbour, and exempted by 
section 102 of the said Act, 1st Vic., cap. 75) ; and that 
such toll, rate, or due, be added to and considered part 
of schedule 0 of the said last-mentioned Act. 

2. '-That No. 4 of tlie by-laws (as to the harbour) 
confirmed at the Quarter Sessions held at Exeter, on the 
30th day of Jane, 1 846, be repealed or rescinded, 
and that the following by-law be substituted in lieu 
thereof, viz. That the owner or person having charge 
of any timber discharged from any vessel, shall cause 
the same to be wholly removed from the quay, pier, or 
beach, on which the same shall be discharged, within 
forty-eight hours after such timber sliall have been 
discharged. 

“ Confirmed at the General Quarter Sessions of 
the Peace, held at the Castle of Exeter, in and for 
the County of Devon, on Tuesday, the 15tU day of 
October, 1861.” 



Before I left the neighbourhood I visited Dart- 
mouth, and there found the communications 
received from Mr. Hailett at Brixham, fully con- 
firmed by the Collector of Customs, Mr. Edmonds 
by whom 1 was most kindly received. The ap- 
pearance of Dartmouth does not indicate much 
improvement since my last visit. Its population 
between 1851 and 1861 has diminished in a small 
degree, say from 4,508 to 4,444. The beauty of 
its situation, its fine harbour, and the railway now 
near completion, must, however, render it here- 
after a port of considerable importance. I have 
often been surprised that Dartmouth should not 
have been a great port for trawlers, and upon this 
occasion I found, on more minute inquiry, that 
though it may have been a better offing for 
the deep sea, it was not so favourably circum- 
stanced for the bay or Inshore fishery, which in 
rough weatlier is a great inducement. But the 
few line fishermen complain greatly of the injury 
to the inshore fishery by tlie destruction of spawn 
and fry. Upon the whole I found a marlt e d 
change in the feelings of the whole neighbouring 
coast" on the subject of trawling, and a decide 
opinion that considerable restraints were abso- 
lutely necessary. 



Dated August, 1864, 



James Redmond Babrt, 

Ins}iectiiiff Commissioner of Fisheries for Ireland. 






Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 



17 



• Appendix, No. 1. 

List of Licences Geanted by tbe CoMsnssioNEEs to Plant Otsteb Beds to 1st July, 1864. 



Dfrte of Lioo&fl9. 


Pmoo to whom Orantod. | 


LocaliCr of Beds. 


AnwofBsdi. ^ 










A. B. P. 


1846. 

6th November, 


W. H. Carter, Esq., . 




Ckamore Bay, county Mayo, 


19 1 11 


7th December, 


Luke Lyons, Esq 




, Mayo, 


17 0 0 


1648. 
9th Jane, 


E. H. Downing, 




3ff Dauros Point, county Kerry. 


3 3 28 


1051. 

6th i'ebruary, 


John Mahony, Esq., 




Estuary of Kenmare River, county Kerry, 


165 2 0 


8th Febroary, 


Rev. Denis Mahony, 




Do. do. 


147 2 0 


1852. 

17fli November, 


Tliomas Whyte, Esq., 




Ballieodare Bay, county Sligo. . 


132 1 26 


nth November, 


John C. Garvey, Esq., 




Westport Bay, county Mayo, . 


108 S3 


1853. 

S2nd September, . 


J. 0. Woodhouse, Esq., . 




Mulxoy Bay, county Donegal, . 


63 26 


1854. 
let July, . 


Burton Bindon, Esq., 




Carlingford Lough, county Louth, . 


61 10 


I3th November, 


Hon. David Flunket, 




Killary Eaibouc, county Mayo, 


288 0 0 


15th November, 


J. K. BosweU, Esq., 




Ballyconnelly Bay, county Galway, . 


233 0 


1655. 
18th July, 


John Bichards, Esq., 




Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, 


90 0 0 


1856. 
30th July, 


Lord Charles P. P. Clinton, 




Bear Haven, coun^ Cork, 


45 0 0 


21et Aag^ut, . 


William Foreman, £sq., . 




Ardhear Bay, county Galway, . 


90 2 0 


1857. 

7th Aogiut, . 


Thomas Eccles, Esq., 




Glengaiiffe Harbour, county Cork, . 


9 10 


186A 

16th February, 


Rev. A. Magee, 




Streamstown and Cleggan Bays, co. Galway 


277 0 0 


1 5th February, 


A. C. Lambert, Esq., 




Killary Harbour, county Galway, 


114 0 0 


1860. 

3rd February, 


Kev. R, H. Wall, - 




Mannin and Ardbew Bays, county Galway, 


348 0 0 


3rd February, 


Knight of Kerry, 




Valenda Harbour, county Kerry. 


78 0 0 


3rd February, 


Captfun W. Houston, 




Killary Harbour, county Mayo, 


43 0 0 


13th February, 


William M'Cormiok, Esq., 




Achill Sound, county Mayo, 


149 0 0 


1 1th May, 


Edward Browne, Esq., 




Ballinakill Harbour, county Galway, 


223 0 0 


4th October, . 


M. C. Cramer, Esq., 




Oyster Haven, county Cork, 


20 0 0 


9th October, . 


Ehenezer Pike, Esq., 




Lough Mahon, Estuary ofLee, county Cork, 


47 0 0 


!4th November, 


William Pike, Esq 




Achill Sound, county Mayo, 


1,676 0 0 


1861. 

loth January, 


William Forbes, Esq., 




Mweenish Bay, county Galway, 


225 0 0 


1662. 

UthPebruary, 


Robert W. C. Reeves, Esq., 




Clonderlaw Bay, county Clare, 


112 0 0 


3rd March, . 


James Walker, Esq., 




Belfast Lough, Carrickfergus, . 


187 0 0 


6th March, . 


Edmund Power, Esq., 




Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 


270 0 0 


1863. 

29th May, 


Geo^ Clive, Esq., K.V., . 




Blacksod Bay, county Mayo, . 


489 0 0 


1864. 

2nd February, 


Lord Fortescue, 




Tramore Bay, county Waterford, 


83 0 0 


5th April, 


IjOtd Wallscourt, 




Galway Bay, county Galway, . 


1,770 0 0 


loth June, 


Colonel C. M. Vandeleur, k.p.. 




Poulnaiherry Bay, county Glare, 


190 0 0 


loth June, 


A. W. Wyndham,Esq., . 




Newport Bay, county Mayo, . 


SO 0 0 










j 7,796 0 U 
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State of tlio Registry of Fishing Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1864, pursuant to the 





Naub 




B^iatnlsg Officer. 


late 


ua employed 
la 1803. 


j 2ad Clasa omplojod 


Total employed 


alloyed 








Vossela 


Men. 


Boye 


Voaola 


Men. 


Boya 


Veaaola 


Men. 


jBoja 


Veasela 


Mon. 


Soya. 


■ 


Dablio, 


From Whip of Water, 
NtiB., to the Breaches, 
South. 


C.A.P.V.Robinson 


47 


141 


47 


49 


96 


49 


96 


230 


96 


173 


519 


173 


2 


Arklow, 


Prom the Bre.^ches to 
Sluice lUver. 


G. M. Balfour, 


120 


722 


35 


114 


560 


40 


234 


1,282 


125 


149 


850 


95_ 


3 


Wexford, . 


Prom Sluice River to 
Baimow, Co. Wexford. 


Charles Gibbons, 


34 


161 




212 


946 


31 


243 


1,107 


32 


34 


176 


• 




Waterford, 


From Bannow to Bally- 
ToUeBridge.Co.Water- 
ford. ' 


G. L. Snlivan, . 


38 


143 


IS 


271 


974 


36 


309 


1,117 


49 


38 


139 


13' 




Youghal, . 












138 


983 


88 


198 


1,321 


111 






"I 




Garrarow. 




























6 


Queenstown 


FroHi Baliycotton Bay 
to lUngabclla Bay, 
Queenstown Harbour 


George D. Broad, 


.SO 


185 


15 


233 


947 


30 


: 385 


1,132 


45 


43 


162 


13 


1 


Einsale, 


From Flat Head to 
Inchy Bridge. 


C. T. Dench, 


46 


374 


31 


386 


2,178 


29 


434 


2,662 


60 


60 


376 


31 


e 


Skibbereen, 


FromHollyincliyBridge 
to Three Castle Head. 


Sam.P.Townsend, 


23 


134 


43 


819 


3,813 


290 


842 


3,937 


333 


24 


131 


43 


9 


Bantry, 


From Three CastleHead 
to Qlcngariff. 


H. Harper, . 


5 


2a 


- 


232 


1,053 


- 


237 


1,078 


- 


13 


52 


- 


10 


Castletown, 


From Shot Head to 
Sneem, Co. Kerry. 


W. Biuley, . 


7 


28 




465 


2,576 


3*4 


472 


2,606 


378 


7 




4 


u 


WestcoTe, , 


From Sneem to River 
Eroyknock. 


J. J. Builcau, 


, 

6 


16 


8 


131 


400 


80 


139 


416 


68 




16 


- 


IS 


1 

1 

1 


From En.'igh River to 
Castlemaine. 


J. K. \lTiite, 


■ 


5 


- 


220 


1,121 


6 


221 


1,126. 


6 


■ 


5 


- 


13 


Dingle, 


From Cromanc Point 
(Bull Head) to Elea- 
nerville. ' 


J. B. Field, . 


10 


40 


- 


118 


398 


- 


128 


638 


- 


11 


44 


- 


14 


Ballybeigue, 


From Blerinerville to 
Cashen River. 


A. Kennedy, 


- 


- 


- 


• 7 


66 


- 


7 


66 


- 


n 


33 


- 


IS 




?rom CasKen River to 
Kilbaraha. 


W. J. PuUafd, 






- 


n 


820 


H 


171 


620 


-- 


1 


« 


- 


•16 


Seafield, . 


kom Blackhead to 
Farrihie Beach. 

__ 


f. Parte, 


■ 


■ 


“ 


1 


1 


1 


■ 


- 


- 


- 


- 


" 
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5th and 6th- Viet., cap. 106, showing the Inorease or I 



3 in the dififei-ent Districts since January, 1863. 




No improynmcM in boats nr jear. Take of fisU loss than prcccOing ftu. 
Ojstcr bank in tbc ratuary of the Suir now fishod with success ; supply 
and quality gnod. No Curing Houses. Plshemocii orderly and peece- 
able. Registry perfect. Trawling practised without contention- No 



doctiro than preceding. 
• Fishermon peaceable, 
rammel net labing prac- 



11 I 202 1 - Boatsandgoardecldedlyworioinoaignof onyiraprocement. Take of 

Bsh worsetban known for manT ycaii. Somo natural oyater-bauka, but 
docrcaaing In supply! quality of oyitera good. No Curing 
mcttta. Pisherrora orderly and poiccablo. Registry perfect. Trawling 
practieod without coutcnllon. 



BoataandgoariiidUrercnt; signof eligiit improrement Last year nioto 
. produolire than preceding. Only a few oysters taken. Two Curing 
btahliabnicnU, Cat liltlo need. Fibhormon orderly and peaceable. 



Trawls and trainmcls need without ce 



wttUicd and injured, and people too poor to.tepkioo them. 
SsheryeDiiaiandnotliopTOrlM. No Caring fcstablu^iMnt. 
men orderly and peaeeahlc. Their porerty is sii. h tliat the 



unlisstomn pecuniary anslstanee is afforded to proride I 
This money ndgl.t he repaid by a per-eon^o on the 
itry perfect. Trawla and trammels used without con- 



lata and gear improved. Last year U'ss productire. No oyshr fishery, 
tome Curing EetahUshments. Grept Jealnuslcs hotween ^o fishermen, 
.ut no ooufiiols. Fishermen peaceable. Registry Imperftct. Contea- 



I Boats roueb improved prior to 18S1. Last year nuproduelive, owing to 
weather, OysUr fisheries rory liniited. 

to eultirato a bod of fifty acres on tlio properftof Lord a P- P. Clh^n. 
No Carinu Establishment, but iiwUvidual efforts at curing suceemfuL 
w ^s„.i. ,r,.l ..naeoable. Notwithstanding tho 



No Curinu Establishment, but imUvidual efforis at curing sueeemfuL 
Nn ennflieis Pishenneii orderly and peaceable. Notwithstanding tho 
^araSu.:ta.eetd rS.” rf eS the coast, the iisbe^s^ ^n. 
auctod on a rery limited scale. A majority of the fiahormM W ar- 
gent ! liiany others hold imill farms, on which Ihev mainly ft-- 

lipport. Ttio formation of companies wa^d tend greaUy to the Im^ 

prSioment of these ashcrics. Tho registry of vess^s Is not perf^ ra ale 



joTlrion'-of the rt^istry be oidercd, and that me same n^e p.a 
T^iodieallr sar every teiitli year. Couiplalots of trammel nett ilb 
^ly uioiLand trawlers evading tho law as to marWtig Tcwi and ail 
^ whOT aoliod sboald not 1» allowed to be sold for a sraall anm. 



Boats and gear indifferent, and no sign of improroment ^ 
Sbma^hJm^rorly^^Trawi™^^ 



mblishmeni " Fishermen orderly. Trawls snou.e oo muu^ w 

.'syraS;." 

fishing oarned on to a small extent 



^4o'wrathen“o^y^no rai^^Tatron«>-^ ?T.wopt Urge smaU i 



perfect Trawling carried on cxtonmToly, and without eo^nUtm, to 
Sii inThwe No ^wUng should be nllowod iusldo the beadiands. 



EitobShSmts. Fithcmen orderly and poaesablo. Registry perfect 
No trawls or trammel nets. I , 

SoppllcfoysUtstholamoaspsst years. No jg I 
Fishermen peucubic. Registry inooroptete. 



Nohoals-onlyeancas eorered wUh tmnru. Lsrt yoarjein ptodheU^ 
Noojsteis. NoOurtogEstablishmoats. Flahermanordetlysndpeaeo- 
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Ifti. 2 eontiroMd. 

5th and 6th Viet., cap. 106, showing the Increase or Decrease in the different Districts since January, 1863. 




Boats aslgeir Terr bad— no sigs of ImeroTOnost. Last jear moth less 
piodootivo. 0;it«r&sbori«5good. KoCuTiDgKstablltbmsnL Flaher- 
meoTorf orderly and coacosble. CoodictsJcis {reqscnt. The preceat 
lino ftir trawlers aboildba moved oat tnibe Islands ofArraD. Begiatry 
perfect Trawling has been the sahjret of eonteation with the line 
Sahen, who cnoMer that the praollee is destroying the whole fishery 
of the bay. Une fisbemen in a wretched condition, which they attrf- 
bulc to the practfee of Crawling. 

Boats and gear very mnob declining, and no sign of ImproTemcnt. Ko 
Caring Establishmeet fio confliels. Fishermen orderly and peaee* 
able. Registry perfect, tfe tiawla or trammels. 

Boats and gear improved, l.ait vrar mere prodoetlre in deep eea fishing ; 
less In herring and mackerel. Very good oyster fisheries, butnot im- 
proving, owing to dredgers taking oysters under Oise. OneUeensed bed, 
let to an English company, mnch improved this season. Ne Caring 
Establishment NoCoefiiets. Fishermen most orderlyand peaceable. 



Noi^r^ent in boatsorgear. ^st year ^ ymdnative.^ Nataral 

Boats and gear very mncli fallen away. No sign of improvement In boats 
sndgear. Last yoar leas ptodnoave. Oyster beds much neglected ; 
suppiy of oyetors has fallen off; private Hconsed beds improved. No 

No'ww&^j'i^mTa "“P’"*' 

No improrement In boats or gear. List year less nrodnetire owing to 
^eweathn. No^Urfiabmy. NoJ7nring EstabU^ment^No con- 



Boats and gear genenily in bad repair. A slight sign of ImpreTement in 
the claH of boats. Supply of deep set fish rather below the averse. 
Honing more prodoctivc. Oyster beds very produetivo ; ibeee in Silgo 
harbour and Dmmellffe bay plundered of enormons quantities. No 
Cnrlng EstabllehmenC. No confilets brCwccn persons purauing dificrent 
modes of fishing; but this year thefishermen hare been neither orderly 
nor Tory pcncroble. The plunder of the nyater-bods carried on most 
destructively. Registry perfect Is of opinion that trawling slionld be 
sbelishod ss most fatal to the Siberics. from the wholesale destruction 
of spawn and fry. This opinlan ia shared is by the most eiperieneed 



Boats and gear deteriorated. Last year more productive. No oyster ' 
fisheries. NiecCuHng Establishments. Nocootnets ; Sshermen peace 
ailo. Registry porftet. No trawling or trammel net fishing. 

Great falling ofrin boats and gear, ke. No slgnof improremeafs. Last 

K ar much lest produetivo. Nooyster fisboty. Curing Establlabnienie 
ruina. No oonfllets ; fishermen peaceable. The fish appear to have 
forsaken tlieeo ekores. Registry perfect. No trawling or trammel 
fishing. 

Boats and gear improved. The fish sre gradually leaving the coaits : 
very little taken in 1863, owing to weather. Oyeter-beds not fished. 
No Coring Eatablishments. Noeonfilett; fiebemien orderly, moeable. 



Take of fish not itnprored. Oyster fishing, if sttc 
prove, bat there ie no eonsidemble oyster fishery. 
Ilehmcnts, No conflicti : flaliermcn peaceable, ht 
the hy.law at to trawling. The trawling liniie ■ 
Both trawing anil trammel net fiabing praetlsed. 



Boats and soar improved. Take of fish considerably Iras. No oyster 
fishery. No Curing Establislimenu No roDfiieia ; fislieracn jK-ace- 
ablo and orderly. Registry correot. No trawling or trammel fishing. 

No improvement in boats or gear. Taka not more produetlTe. Natural 
oyitOT^s, ftraicrlf very produetivc, now yleW a very limit^ repply. 
Some artificial bedtplanied with soceeas— others not so. No Coring 
RsUblishmems. No conflieti; fishermen pescoablo sod orderly. Re- 
gistry perfect Trawling practised without oonteniion. 

Boats and sear dotoriorated, and no sign of improvement Last year lese 
produetivi No oyster fishery. No Caring JistiUUbment Nocon- 
filota ; f sheimeii oidoily and peaccablo. Registry correct Trawling 
pnellard u a limited extent 

Boats and gear eoold not ho worse, ind no sign of imiiiOTemeut. Last 
vjwT raibarlesB oroductivo. One smalt oystur-bed — nut much worked, 
IndnolofagooSquality. No Curing Esuhlishment. No confilets; 
ftsbormea very orderly and peaeeabe. Rogietrj imperfect No trawling 
or tiamoiel fishing. 

Boats end gear bad, and no sign of improvemont Lost yoai mote, 

8 roda«ivs, Oyster fishery bad, and no snltoro or Improvement No 
nring Establishment No eoafiicts ; fishermen peaceable. Registry 
petfeot No trawling or trammel fishing. 

Boats and gear very indilForent and no sign of Improvement Very 
little fish taken lust year. Oyster fisheries on the deeline; natnral 
hanks diminishing. Oue private bed produeing very Indifferent oysters. 
Ko Curing Eatablialiment. No oonfliels; fishermen sober and orderly. 
Registry perfect No trawling or trammel net fishing. 
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APPENDIX TO THE EEPOllT: OF THE 



Appendix, 

State of the REOisxar of PisHOta Vessels on the Coast of Ireland to 1st January, 1864, pursuant to the 







Bouvninrzs. 


Begisterlug Officer. 


letCI 




2nd Clue employed 

In 1863. 


Tots 


employed 

1SC3. 


l|ngi 






VewcU. 


Men. 




Vossele. 


Men. 


Bsyo 


Vessels. 


Men. 


Boys. 


Vessels. 






36 


Dundalk, . 


From Maiden Tower, 
near Drogheda, to 
Omeatb. 


W. F. Irwin, 


4 


23 


3 


245 


873 


56 


249 


696 


69 


3 


17 




31 


Malahide, . 


From South side of 
mouth of Boyne to 
Uowth. 


V. 0. Inglefleld . 


61 


394 


49 


39 


152 


- 


100 


546 


49 


50 


807 


1 


as 


Howth, 


From Howth to Whip 
of Water. 


C. W. Hughes, . 


SS 


150 


20 


6 


18 


- 


28 


168 


20 


31 


201 


I 


1 






Total, . 


979 


4,2*3 


494 


10,396 


40,456 


3376 


U,375 


44,729 


3972 


1,141 


4,740 


1 



Appendix, No. 3. 

Great Southern and "Western Raiiwat. 

Quantity of Pish oonreyed by the Great Southern and Western Railway for the year ending 31st 
December, 1863. 

Salmon, 357 tons. Other kinds, 892 tons. Total, 1,249 tons. 



Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland. 



Quantity and Description of Fish conveyed to Dublin by the Midland Great Western Railway for year 
ending 31st December, 1863. 



By Ordinary Passenger Trains. 



SUtlons, 


No. of 
Boxes 8f 


Rate. 


Weight. 


Descrip' 




Paresis. 


Tons, c 


:Wts. 


qrs. 


tion. 


Collooney, 


. 76 


3$. per ewL 


4 


9 


31 




BalUsodare, 


306 


ditto, 


18 


11 


3 I 


1 


Sligo, . 


. 725 


2s. per cwt. 


26 


10 


2 i 


[Fresh 


Athlone, 


. 22 


per lb. 


1 


9 


3 1 


r fish. 


Galway, 


. 56 


|rf. per Lb. 


0 


10 


3 1 


1 


Castletar, 


. 58 


2s. per cwt. 


2 


16 


2J 






Total, 




53 


9 


0 





By Goods and Mail Trains. 
Deseription of Fish. 

Coarse fish, ..... 

Pine fish, 

Oysters, 

Lobsters, ...... 

Winkles 

Cared fish, 



Weight, 
Tone. cvte. gn. 

365 1 2 
107 2 0 
535 15 1 
70 15 3 
50 8 0 
7 1 2 



Total, 



Elites of Carriage of Pish by Goods and Mail Trains. 



Fresh fish, per Mail from Galway and Oranmore, up to 5 cwk, Is. 9rf. per cwt. ; over 5 owt., 30«. per ton. 
isalraon in boxes of 2^ cwt., is. per box. 

Oysters from Sligo, 32s. 9d. per ton. 

Oysters and Winkles from Castlebar, in quantities of 3 tons, 21s. ner ton. 

Other fish, 58s. 9d. per ton. 



Waterford aud Limerick Railway. 



Return of Pish forwarded froi^tations on the Waterford and Limerick Railway to London, via Dublin and 
Waterford, for year ending 31st December, 1863. 



Desctiptios. 

Salmon, , 

Eels, 

Shell Pisb, 



Via Waterford. 
Tom. cwt8. 
215 14 
38 6 



r»n Dahlin, Only to Waterford. 
Tom. cwts. Tons. owts. 

32 3 32 2 

— 1 10 



Total, 



254 0 32 3 33 12 



Rates for Carriage of Salmon, <fec. 



Via Waterford and Dublin 
To Waterford only, . 



to England, 



6s. 6d. per cwt. 
Is. 6d. „ 
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Appendix, No. 3 — continued . 

Dublin and Drogheda Railtvat. 

Return of Fish conveyed to Dublin on the above Line for the year ending 31st December, 1863. 

SaUt of Carriage. Tods. 

Per Goods Train from — 

Drogheda, . . . . at 8nf. per ton. 



Balbriggac 

Skerries, 

Howth, 

Rush, 



Per Passenger Trains, 



, 7s. 2d. 
, 6s. 2d. 
, 4s. Od. 
, 3s. 2d. 



42 

51 

1,172 

2 

1,287 

42 

1,329 



Appendix, No. 4. 

Abstract of the Wbukit EmoRRS of Hbreirq I'ishest at Howth hetweoR the 1st June, 1863, 
and 2nd January, 1864. 



Dite. Week esdisg- 



■> 13, 
July 

” 38i 
„ 26, 
August 



January 2, 

Gross Totals) 
Averages, . 



Average daUj Kamb 


r of Boate 


mployeS. 


NuDber 


Average Price 






BHI 








IiUh. 










entplayed. 


Comiab. 


Seoteh. 


Maax. 
























£ a. 


d. 














1 7 6 


1,168 19 


0 












812 


1 5 7 


1,166 13 




3 „ 




12 








1 6 6 














3,376 


1 8 24 






3 „ 








50 


2,060 


























3 II 


n/\B 








1,341 


1 9 e 
















2,515 


1 2 lOi 
















3,657 


1 5 4 




8 










70 


3,793 


1 0 6 








160 


55 


5 


60 


2,200 

1,824 


0 19 0 

1 2 7 


2,059 12 


0 


5 ” 


136 


60 


5 


80 

60 


2,740 


0 16 6 
1 1 a 


1,877 18 


3| 












1 4 4i 


















1 6 84 






3 n 




10 
























1 6 0 










2 


2 

3 


20 

20 


120 

726 


1 0 0 
0 16 74 


603 & 


9 


G^es. 










840 


0 14 2 
















170 


12 0 
















3,200 


0 12 44 




0 










08 


85 


















130 






6 


2 1, 












1 4 4 


















0 17 0 






4 ,, 








13 


135 


0 17 0 














3 


.1 


10 0 


11 0 


0 


2 II 


1,786 


654 


400 


1,242 


47,069 


81 14 14 


65,070 17 




no days. 


60 


22 


13 


41 




1 1 14 


1 
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£4 APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OF THE 



AbMnct of 
By-La wj. 
Order*, &«. 



Appendix, No. 5. 

Abstract of By-IiAWS, Orders, &c., made by the Commissioners of Fisheries in Ireland 



to 3lst March, 1864. 



Oundrum Bar, &c., 
{3rd Dea., 1851.) 

Bel&st Loozh, . , 
(25th Oct., 1854, and 
16th Feb., 1857.) 



Leueh Swillj, 

(2m Jane, 1844.) 



3*lw»y Bar, . 
(22cl March, IR43, 
and 9th Jco., 1851.) 



Bnadon Bay, 

(23rd Any., 1860.) 

Dingle Bay, . . j 

(2nd March, 1852, I 
Lsd 23th Jan., I862.)| 



Waterford Harhotir, 
(2nd March, 1852, 
and I2ch Sept,, I860.] 
Weaford Coast, 
(20th April, 1819.) 



A&AIN8T TRAWLING. 

ProUhitiog Trawling inside lines drawn from the 
Baiiey Lighc-hoose at Howch, to the Eastern- 
most point of the rocks called ths“Mngglina;" 
thence by a straight line to the Southern poin 
of UalkcT Island; thence by a straight line across 
Dalkey Sound, in the direction of the signal 
station on Killiuey Hill. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a line drawn from 
the Nose of Howth, to the Eastern point of St. 
Patrick's Island (Skerries]; thence to Clogher 
Head ; thence to Dunaiiy Point; thence to Cran- 
fleld Point, in the Connty Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling from Helljhunter Rock, 
off Cranfteld Point, to St. John’s Point, both 
in the County Down. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight lino diarra 
from the Castle of Carricfcfetgus, to Rockport, 
in the County Antrim, and from 1st December 
■- 1st April, and tbs use of Nets of ■ 



Prohibiting Trawling within a line from Kiiook- 
alla Battery on the] W est aide, to Linsfort Oburch 
on the Eartside of the Lough. 

Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
the Bum Rock, to a place called Doorin Point; 
end from a place csJfed the Blind Rock, to the 
Northern point oftheTownland of Rossnowlagh, 
Lower; and from thence to Kildoney Point ; and 
from thence to a piece called Pointinchose. 

Prcihibiting Trawling within a line from Barna 
Pier to Gleninagh Castlo. Also when large 
shoals of Herrings shall have set in in the Bay, 
and while Boats are engaged in Drifting for 
Herrings or Mackerel, and when Boats shall 
commence Pishing for Herrings or hHckerel, 
that Trawl Boats shall keep at a distance of 
three miles from them. 



Prohibiting Trawling within a straight line from 
B"irs Head, near Dingle, to Cuannna, near 

Repealing By-Law probibitiug Trawling, 
’rahihiting Trawling within a straight Una from 
Crowdy Point to Canigskye Rock; aud from 
thence to Reenavanny Point, on the North 
Shore of Whiddy Dlnnd. 

Prohibiting Trawling between sunset end sun- 

iProhibitingTrawling between the 1st day of May 
and the 1st day of October in each year, within 
that part of tbe Harbour of Glandore, lying to 
the northward of a strught line from Che Tele- 
graph or Sigfael Tower at “Foilnasharb,” or 
‘‘ Filenasliawk," on the north-eastern point of 
the entrance to the Harbour, and Siieela Point, 
on tbe western shore. 

Prohibiting Trawling by Boats exceeding five 
tons measurement, within a line drawn from 
Creden Head to Temple Chneeb. 

Prohibiting Trawling in all places where there 
are Boats engaged in Herring or Mackerel 
Drift Net Fishing ; and that Trawl Boats shall 
keep at a distance of at least three miles from 
all boats dsbing for Herrings or Mackerel, 
with Drift Nets. And whenever Herring or 
Mackerel Boats shall commence Drift^fet 
Fishing in any place, on or off tbe Coast of 
Wexford, the Trawl Boats shall ^part thi 



TRAMMEL NETS. 

Prohibiting tbe use of Trammel and every other 
Fixed or Moored Net (except Bag or other 
Nets for tbe taking of Salmon) in Dungar- 
vau Bay, within the limit formed as follows, 
namely, the space lying between e line passing 
due East end West, tlucugh the Northernmost 

C * it of Eelvick Head, and a line passing due 
tandWestthrougb the SontUeinmost point 
of Ballinacourty Head, in the Co. Waterford; 
but to the Nortn and East of the line through 
Ballinacourty Head, and to the South and 
West of the line through Helvick Read, such 
Trammel or Moored Nets may be set, and re- 
mam set in tbe water from Three o'Clock, p.m., 
of one day, until Nine o'Ciock, a.m., in the fol- 
lowing day, dniing January, March, October, 
November, and December in each Year; and 
from Five o'Cloefc, p.m., of one day, to Seven 



Place affected by 
By-Lew, 

and Dite thereof. 



River Slaney, Co. 
Wexford, 
(2SthMaicb, 1854, 
and 4th March, 1 8^2.) 



RiverLee, Co. ofUie 
City of Cork 
(7th Jan., 186 



reef By-Law 



a the following day, duriot 
y, AugUB^ and September: 
ts athwart or within 



Lough Ree, R 
Shannon, 

(27 th August, 1£ 



Longh Neagh, 

(22nd April, 1846, , 
and24th Feb., 1860.) 



Gal way River, Loughl 
Comb, &c,, 

(24th July, 1846.) 

Clare and CUre-Gal- 
7 or Tnrlough- 
re Rivers, Co. : 



o’clock, , .. 

May, June, July, August, 

auch net shallicmoored,and theCriSeol 
eng^d in Line Fisliing ; and to every train of 
such T^niel or Moored Nets shall be attached 
at least one floating buoy or board, upon which 
shall be painted in legible clmracten not 1« 
than one iDch m length, in white upon a hls^ 
ground, tue Letter of the District, and the cai 
of the Owner to which such Not belongs. 
Prohibiting the use of Trammel Nets within or 
to the North-east of a line drawn from the 
Mo^A of the Buulaghy River to Doorin 

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon 
the use of Nets of any kind whatsoever be- 
t\veen Perrycafrig Bridge and the Town of 
Enniscorthy. 

Prohibiting, during the Open Season/ot Salmon 
use of Nets with meshes of less si« than 
and three-quarter inches from knot to knot. 
J.».ween Pertycarrig Bridge and the Town ofi 
Enniscorthy, ' 

Prohibiting, during the Close Season for Salmon 
the nse of Draught Nets, or any other Not or 
Nets used as a Draught Net, bavCng a foot-rooe 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. in that port of the River 
Lee. situate between Patrick’* Biidge. in the 
City of Cork, and a line drawn across the said i 
RiverLee, from Biackrock Castle, on dieSouth I 
to the Western extremity of the Towaland of I 
Duufcettle, on the North; ' 

Prohibiting the use of Nets of any kind wbatio- 
ever in tbe tidal part of the river known ea the 
Aigideen River, in the County of Cork, situe- 
ted between the junction of the Owenkeagh or 
• Blind River with tbe acid Argideen River and, 
the Bridge of Timoleague, all in the Bstonv of 
the EaatDivieiou of &ist Carbery, aadCoirnty 
of Cork. I 

Prohibiting Net Fishiim in that part of the River I 
Shannon between 'WelUsley Bridge and the I 
Railway Bridge, between 1st June and 12th ' 
February, 

Firat.— Prohibiting, between the 20th day ofl 
July and 1st day of November in each year, ' 
the use of Draught Nets, or any otlier Net er 
Nets used as a Draught Net.having a foot-rope 
and leads or weights affixed thereto, within the 
following limits, viz. in that part of the River 
Shannon situate between the Fishing Weir 
knoivn as thn Lax Weir, and a line drawn due 
North and South across the sud River Shan- 
non at theWestern extremity of Graiguelsland. 
Second.— Prohibiting Draught Nets frr the rap- 
ture of Fish of any kind, of a mesh less than 
one and three-quarter ieches from knot to knot, 
to be mcasnrod along the aide of tbe square, or 
seven inches, to be measured all round each 
such mesh, such measurements being taken in 
the clear when the Net is wet, in the ridal 
parts of tbe River Shannon, or m the tidal 
|arts Rivers flowing into the sud 



Prohibiting, during the Salmon Close Season, 
tbe use of Draft NeU having a foot-r^e and 
leads or weights affixedtbereto, in the hbtuary 
of Castlemaine inside the Bar of Inch. 
Permitting Pollen to be taken by Trammel or 
Set Nets composed of Thread or Yarn of a fine 
texture, not less than ten hanks to the pound 
weight, doubled and twisted with a mesh of net 
less than one inch from knot to knot, from the 
let of March to the ^tb September. 
Prohibiting the use of the Instrument, oosimonly 
called Strokebanl ox Snatch, or any other such 
instrument, in River Galway, Loughl CJotrib 
or Mask, or their Tributaries. 

Prohibiting the nse of Nets of any kind whstso- 
ever in any part of the Rivera known as (he 
Clare aud the Claie-Galway or Turlonghmere 
Rivers, in the Coanty of Galway, above the 
juncrion of the. aud Riven with Lough Cocrih, 
in the County of Galway. 

Prohibiting the use of Neti for the capture of 
Fish of anv kind, with meshes of less than one 
inch from knot to knot (to be measured along. 
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FISHERY COMMISSIONERS, IRELAND. 

Appendix, No. 5 — continued . 

Absthact of By-Laws, Ordei;s, &o;, made by tbe Commissioners op Fisheries in Ireland, 
to 31st Marcb, 1864. 



jVbatract of 
By-Laws 
Orders, &c. 



Coasts of Wicklow 
sad Wexford, 
(22nd April, 1846.) 



Place affoetcd bf 
and Dace tlicr,>af. 



tlie side of the s'^uai-e. or four inches to he 
measured all round each such mesh, such mei- 
Euiemeutsbaing tnkeu in the clear when the K et 
is wet), on that prt of the const of the County 
of Donegal inside, or to the North-east and 
North of lines drown from Bossan Point to 
Teelin Head, and from Teelia Head to Carri- 
gan Head, and from Carrigon Head to Muck- 
rosa Point, all in the Barony of Bannogb, and 
County of Donegal. 

OYSTERS. 

Permitting, during the month of May, tho Dredg- 
ing for Oysters from any of the Public Bed’ 
lietow level of lowest water of Spring Tides, on 
that part of the Const between Wicklow Ptand 
and Raven Point, north of Wexford Harbour, 
for the puinoso of replenishing and snpplyring 
Artificim dyster Beds or Layings, or other 
Beds or Laymgs, the e.vclusive.propcrty of any 
person, but '/or no other purpose \chatetcr. 
First. — All persons engaged in fishing for or 
taking Oysters off the said Wexford Coast, 
Boutii of Raven Point, shall call all such Oysters 
ns may he taken or caught ; and shall not re- 
move from any Fishing Ground or Oyster Bed 
any Oyster of less dimensions than three inches, 
at the greatest diameter thereof, and shall im- 
mediately throw bock into the Sea all Oysters 
of less dimeDalon:i tlnm .aforesaid, as well as all 
gravel and fragments of shells as shall he miseci 
or taken while engaged in such fishing ; and ns 
person shall take from any Oyster Bed, Rock, 
Strond, or Shore, oS said Wexford Coast, sontb 
of Raven Poiut. any Oyster of less dimensions 
than three inches, at the greatest diameter 
thereof ; and nuyporson offending in any respect 
against this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shall, 
for eaA o&ucc, forfeit and pay a sum of Two 
Pounds. 

lecond. All persons ars hereby prohibiteil from 

throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 
Oyster Fishing Ground off the said Wexford 
Coast, the halmt of any boat, or any other 
matter or thing injurious or detriments to the 
Oyster Finery ; and oU persons acting contrary 
hereto shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay 
a sum of Two Pounds. 

First.— That between the 1st May and 1st Sep- 
tember, no boat shall have or. heard any dred^ 
or other implement for taking Oysters. 

Second. — Every fisherman shall, on the fishing 
ground, cull ml Oysters, and ^lall not remove 
any Oyster of less dimensions than two and 
a-half inches at the greatest diameter thereof; 
and shall throw bade into tho Sea all gravel 
and fragments of shells as he shall raise while 
engngra in such fishing. 

Third, AU persons are prohibited from throwing 

into the Sea, ou any Oyster Bed or Oyster 
Fishing Ground, the ballast ofanyho.at, or any 
other matter or thing injurious to the Oyster 

F^rth^Ne person shall, between Sunset and 
Snnrise, dret^ for, take, or catch any Oysters 
within the Harbour of Cork. 

First.— That between the let day of April and 
the 1st day of November in any year, beingthe 
Close Season for Oysters in the said Bay of Tra- 
lee, nohost,inthesmdBayof Tmlec.shallhave 
on hoard any dredge or other implement for the 
taking of Oysters; and if, between the periods 
aforesaid, there shall be on hoard any boat any 
such dAlge or other implement for the taking 
of Oysters, the master or owner of such boat 
shall, for etch sndi offence, forfeit and pay a 
sum of Five Pounds. 

Second All persons engaged in fishing for or 

taking Oysters in said Bay of Tralee, shall cull 
all such Oysters as may be taken or caught; 
and shall not remove from any fishing ground 
or OvBlet Bed any Oyster of less diiueusiona 
^ at the vreatest 



hack into the SeaoU festers of less dimensions 
than aforesaid, as well as all gravel and fra^- 
ments of shells as diall be raised or taken while 
engaged in such fisliing; and no person shiUl 
tSe from any rook, strand, or shore of said 
Bay of Tralee, any Oyster of less dimensior* 



diameter thereof; and any person oBsl. „ 
anv resoect agaiiist this By-Law, Rule. v. 
Region sh^, for each offence, forfeit and 

S I sum of Two Pounds. 

—All persons are hereby prohibit^ from 
throwing into the Sea, on any Oyster Bed, or 



Oyster Fishing Ground in the said Bay ofTro- 
Ue, the l•allu•.c of any boat, or any other matter 
nr thing injurions ofdetrimentarto the Oyster 
Fishery: and all persons acting conurury hereto 
shall, for each offence, forfeit and pay a sum 
of Two Pounds. 

First.— That between the 1st day of April and 
the 1st day of October in any year, being the 
Close Season for Oysters in said Glew^y, 
Achill Sound, and filncksoJ Bay, no bo.at, in 
the said Clew Bay, Achill Sountl, and Black- 



Second.— All persons engaged in fishing 
taking Oysters in said Clow Bay, Achill Sonnd, 
and Blacttsod Bay, shall cull all such Oyuters 

; or caught; and aha!' 

Fishing Ground or O; 

, . ss dimensions than ti 

and one-half, at tlie greatest diameter thereof, 
and shall iiumedialdy throw back into the Sea 
oil Oysters of less dunensions than aforesaid, 
as well as al’ ■ ' ’ ' - . 

shall he rail -7-0-- 

fishing; and no person shall take from any 
rook. Stroud, hod, or shore of said Clow Bay, 
Achill Bouud, and Blacksod Bay, any Oyster 
of less dimensions than two inidiM and one- 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; and any 

S ea offending in any respect against this 
Law, Rule, or Regulation shah, for each 
ICC, forfeit and pay a sum of Two Pounds, 

- • -All 

Oyster Wishing Ground in sai^ Clew Bay, 
* Sound, and Blacksod Bay, the ballast of 



persona acting contrary hereto shelf, for each 

m of Two Pounds. 

ictween sunset and 

. , catch, any Oysters 

within said Clew Bay, Achill Sound, and 
Blacksod Bav; and every person acting con- 
trary hereto slioll, for each offence, forfeit and 
pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

first.— That between the 1st day of Marchand 
1st day of November in any year, it shall not 
bo lawful for any person to dreto for, take 
catch, or destroy any Oysters or Clyster Broo_ 
within the said Lough of Carlinzfo^, or off or 
from any of the shores or rocks of said Lough, 
and any persou offending against this By-Law 
ahail, for each such offence, forfeit and pay - 
sum of Five Pounds. 

Second.— Thai between the 1st day of March 
and the 1st day of November in any year, no 
boat, in tbe said Lough of Cailingfo^ shall 
have on board any drMgo or other implemi ' ‘ 
for the taking of Oysters ; and if, between t 
periods aforesmd, there shall be on board s 
boat any such dredge or other implement . 
tbe taking of Oysters, the master or owner 
such boat shaU, for each such offence, forfeit 
and pay a sum of Five Pounds. 

Third.— All persona engaged in , 

taking Oysters in said Louah of Carl 
shall cull alt such Oysters as" may be t.m«u ur 
caught; and shall net remove from any Fish- 
ing Ground or Oyster Bed any Oyster of less 
dimenrions tlian two inches and one-half, at the 
sreatest diameter thereof, and shall imme- 
(Jiately throw look into the Sea all Oysters of less 
dimensions than oforesud, as well os all grovel 
and fragments of sliells as shall he raised 0 
taken while engsged in such fishing; and n 
person shall take from any rock, strand, « 
shore of said Longh of Carltngford, any Oystc 
of less dimensions than two inches and oni 
half, at the greatest diameter thereof; 



any person oifeadiag in any respect against 
this By-Law, Rule, or Regulation shtdl, for 
each offence, forfeit and pay a sum of T< 
Pounds. 

Fourth.— All personsRre hereby prohibited fro 



Carlingford, the ballast of miy boat, or any 
other matter or thing injnrions or detrimental 
to the Oyster Pishcir ; and all persons actang 
contrary hereto shad, for each offence, forfeit 
and pay n sum of Two Pounds. 

D 
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